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HE Council for the Priſoner did ſo plainly 
and fully yield AA that any Loyal Subje 
has ever pretended to, that in Caſes of ex- 

tream Neceſſity, Self-defence and Reſiſtance 
were Lawful, and that this was the Caſe at the Revglu- 
tion; that it may not be neceſſary ro ſay any thing furs 
ther on this Head, if it had, not been that the Evidence 
brought ſeemed to carry this Marter much f urtheg, 
g a the Priſoner himſelſ allow'd of no Exception, 
in Caſes of Neceſſiry. And fince it is grown to be a 
vulgar Opinion, That by rhe Doctrine of the Church of 
England, all Reſiſtance in any Caſe whatſoever, wich- 
out Exception, is Condemn'd ; I think it is incumbent 
on me, who have Examin'd this Matter long and care- 
fully, to give 2 ſuch a clear Account of this Point, as 
may as fully (arisfie you as it did my ell, | 

I ſerved in the Revolution, and promoted it all 1 
could. I ſerved as Chaplain to the Late King: I had 
no Command, and carried no Arms, but I was lo far 
erigag'd in it, chat if I could ſee chat T had gone our of 
the Way in that (and the many Up and Downs we have 
gone rhro' ſince, has given much Occaſion to reflect on 
that Tranſaction) I ſhould hold my ſelf unworthy to 
appear longer, either in this Habit, or in this Great 
Aſſembly: But ſhould think my ſelf bound co paſs away 
the reſt of my Life in Retitement or Sorrow. There is 
nothing more certain in Religion, than that we ought 
ro repent of every Sin we have committed; and that we 
cannot truly repent, unleſs we repair and reſtore as far 
as it is in our Power. | 

I go now to give you the Account of the Doctrine of 
our Church in this Particular. In the Times of Popery 
it was a Tener, built upon Biſhops ſetting the Crown on 
the Heads of Princes, and Aguining them, that they 
held their Crowns of the Church, and at the Pope's Mer- 
cy; who had for about 3% Years got into che Claim 
of depoſing them, and giving their Dominions to others, 
in caſe they were Hereticks, or the Favourers of them. 
Bur the Reformation being in its firſt beginning protect- 
ed by the Princes of Germany, by the Kings of the Noreb, 
and then by the Kings of England; they came every 
where in Oppoſition to the Papal Notions, ta ſay that 
Kings had rheir Power from God: Nor that they meant, 
chat they had any Diſtinct Authority befides the Law of 
the Land derived to them from God; but chat by the 
Laws of God, the Authority of the Law of the Land, 

was ſecured to them. For when a different Authority 
from that of the Law came to be prerended to, and to 
be grounded on theſe general Expreffions, that received 
here a Parliamentary Cenſure, and it was then declared 
that the Laws of Religion in the Scripture did only eſta- 
bliſh the ſeveral! Conſtitutions and Governments that 
were in the different Parts of the World, 

The Occafion that rhe Apoſtles had ro write what 
we find in their Epiſtles, with relation ro Governmenr, 
was this; The Jews had a Notion among them from a 
Paſſage in Deuteronomy, that they were only to ſet a 
King over them, One from among their Brethren, and not 
a Stranger. From Whence it is, That to this Day they 
do not think-chey are bound in Conſcience ro Obey any 
Magiſtrate, who is not one of their Nation. Now the 


firſt Converrs to Chriſtianity being Jews, the Apoſtles 


took care that they ſhould nor bring this dangerous No- 
tion with them into the Chriſtian Religion: But they 
did not meddle to determine where this Authority was 


dg d, chat was to be gather d out of the ſeveral Conſti- 


tutions: They did not determine how much was due 40 
the Emperor, and how Bee the Senate : And tho 
not long after thoſe Epiſtles were writ, the Senate con 
demned Nero to dye More Majorum, to be whiprt to 
Death ; none of the Chriſtians interpoſed in that Mat- 
ter. He prevented that infamous Death by his own 
Hands ; * the Primitive Chriſtians reckon d it one a 
the Articles of the Glory of their Religion, that Weir 
firit erſecmor came to ſuch an End. ; *. 

Not long after that Trajan was fam'd for that memo- 
rable Expreſſion, when he deliver'd the Sword ro the 
Governours of the Provinces, as the Emblem of thei: 
Authority, he us d theſe Words, Pro me, ſi merear in mc: 
For me, bur if I deſerve it, againſt me. That did no: 
weaken his Authority: His good Government with tha: 
of his Succeſſors for above 80 Years, being the greateſt 
and happieſt time the Romans, had under their Empe- 
rors. This Word was put on King James the Firit's 
Coin in Scot and: It is true, that was during his Mi- 
nority 3 but when he afterwads changed his Motto, wc 

in was not call'd in, but continu'd Current till che 
Union, 

The Primitive Chriſtians had no Laws in their Fa- 
your, but many againſt them: So their patient ſuffering 
ſo many Perſecutions according to the Laws of the EA 


Pire, under which they 4iv'd, was conform to the Do. 


Crine laid down by the Apoſtles, When they caue 
afrerwards to have the Protection of Laws, they claim'd 
the Benefit of them, not without great Violence, when 
they thought an Infraftion was made on thoſe Laws : 
Which broke out into great Tumults, in many of the 
chief Cities of the Empire, not excepting the Imperial 
City it (elf, | SER . 
But to proceed with the Hiſtory of our Church: When 
the Articles of Religion were ſettled, the Books of che 
Apocrypha were indeed declar'd not to be a part of the 
Canon of the Scriprure, bur yer to be uſeful for ihe 
Example of Life, and the Injtruttion of Manners, Agrea. 
part of theſe are the Books of the” Maccabees, Which 
contain the Hiſtory of the Jews ſhaking of the Yoke of 
the Kings of Syria, when they were broke in upon by a 
total Overthrow of their whole Law, and an ugrelen- 
ting Perſecution, Mattathias a private Prieſt began the 
Rekiſtance, which was carried on by his Children, til 
they ſhogk off che Syrian, Yoke, and formed themſelvas 
into a free Government, under the Family of the Mac- 
cabees, It were eaſie ro ſhew'that the Jews had becn 
for above 400 Years ſubject, firſt to the Babylonian, then 
to the Perfian, and at laſt ro the Grecian Empire: So 
that by a long Preſcription they were Subjects to e 
Kings of Hyia. It were eafie alſo to ſhew that this E. 
ſiſtance was foretold by Daniel, in Terms of high Con 
mendation, and is alſo mention'd in the Epiftle ro tb. 
Hebrews, as rhe Work and Etfect of their Faith, I: 
then all Reſiſtance to illegal and barbarous Perſecution, 
is unlawful ; theſe Books contain nothing bur a Hitler 
of a Rebellion, and all the Devotion that runs throug/ 
them, is but a Cant, and inftead of reading then 2s 
Examples of Life, and Inſtrutiion of Manners, we ouy ht 
to rear them out of our Bibles with Dexeftarion, I fla! 
afrerwards ſhew what uſe was made of theſe Books, 
only by private Writers of our Church, bur by wha: 
the whole Body in Convocation was about to determine. 
The next Step to be made, is, to conſider the Hom!- 
lies: The Secend Book of Homilies, which has che 
Homilies in it againſt H Rebellion, is ee 
” ; cliey 
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velieved to have been compos d by Biſhop ewell, who 
was by much the beſt Writer in that time. It is cer- 
rain, he under ſtood the meaning of them well: Now 1 
will read you two Paſſages out of his Defence of his A- 
logy for the Church of England ; from whence we may 
clearly gather what his Notion of Rebellion was, and 
that he thought a Defence againſt unjuſt and illegal 
Violence was nor Rebellion. In one place he has thele 
Words; 
The Nobles of Scotland neither drew. the Sword, nor at- 
tempted Mar againſt the Prince: They ſought only the 
Continuante of God's undoubred Truths, and the Defence 
of their own Lives again your barbarous and cruel Inva- 
font: They remember d, beſides all other Warnings, your late 
Dealings at Vaſly, where great Numbers of their Brethren 
were murder'd, being together at their Prayers in the Church, 
bolding up their Innocens Band's to Heaven, and calling 
upon God. In another place he writes, Neither do any; of 
all theſe (Luther Melanchthon) teach the People to rebel 
againſt their Prince: But only tc defend themſelves by all 
lawful Means againſt Oppreſſions, as did David againſt 
Saul, ſo do the Noble: in France at this. Day, the ſeck 
not to kill, but to ſave their own Lives, 
Theſe Paffages ſhew that he looked on Rebellion ro 
be a violent Riſing againſt a Prince execuring rhe 
Laws, which was the Caſe of the Three Rebelions in 
England that they had in view: That in K. Henry the 
Viilth's, in K. Edward's, and in Q. Elizabeth's Time, 
where the Papiſts rovk Arms againſt their Prince, who 
was executing Laws made in Matters of Religion, and 
that with a great Gentleneſs. Of the Eleven Paſſages 
quoted by the Priſoner ont of the Homilies, Five plain- 
ly relate only to the Coercing rhe Perion of che Prince, 
in which David is ſer in Oppoſition to thoſe Rebels now, 
tho' he indeed defended himſelf, yer he had a juſt and 
lacred Tenderneſs ro the Perſon of Saul, when he had 
bim in his Power, which is certainly Sacred by out Con- 
tirution. Five of them relate ro Wicked Princes, It 
was never pretended by any who pleaded for Nece ſſary 
Defence, that the bad Life of a Prince can be a juſt 
Cauſe of Reliſtance: Vet chat was then prerended ; for 
K. Henn VIII. had given too much occaſion to reckon 
bim a Wicked Prince. So there is only one of all the 
Paſſages quoted from thoſe Homilies, that relates ſim- 
ly to Rebellion in general: And it has appear d what 
Biſhop Fewell's Senſe of the Matter was. There is alſo 
a Prayer at the end of every Diviſion of the Homily 
againſt fu Rebellion, (and by the by Hilful was not 
put in the Title for nothing) for thoſe oppreſſed by Ty- 
ranny in other Parts, that they might be relieved, and 
that thoſe who were in fear of their iCraclry might be 
comforted, 
Leet us next look thro' Q. Elizabeth's Long and Glo- 
rious Reign, and ſee What was the conſtant Maxim of 
that time. 
The Year after the Queen came to the Crown, the 
War in S$cor{ nd broke our between the Queen Regent 
that Govern'd by Commitſion, from her Daughter then 
Queen of France, and the Lords in Scotland. She, to 
obrain the Marrimonial Crown co be ſent co Frances the 
Id. gave Aſſurances for the Exerciſe of the Reformed 
Religion; but that Point being gain'd, ſhe broke all her 
Promiſes, and reſolved to force them to return to the Ex- 
exciſes of the Popiſh Religion: Upon which the Lords 
of Scotland formed rhemſelves into a Body, and were 
called che. Lords of rhe Congregarion. Forces were ſent 
from France to aſſiſt the Queen Regent; upon that Q. Eli- 
abet h entred into an Agreement with the Scottiſh Lords, 
nd ſent an Army to their Afliſtance, which continued 
in Scotland till all Matters were ſettled by the Pacifica - 
tion of Leith: And in a Manifeſto, that I have in my 
Hands, fer forth 25.Years afier that, I find Her reflect- 
ing on that Interpoſition in the Affairs of that Nation, 
with great Sansfaction. 
The Year after this War was ended, upon France: 
the Id Death, Charles the IXth, who was a Child, 
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ſucceeded in France, Edicts were grartted in favour of 
the Proteſtants : Theſe were ſoon after broken by the 
Triumvirar, and upon that follow'd a Series of Wass 
often pacified, bur always breaking our again, by rea- 
ſon of the Violence and Cruelty of the Government, 


All theſe Wars, till Henry the IVth was ſettled on che 


Throne, were in a Courſe of 28 Years, that which 
ſome would call Rebe'lion, being carried on againſt two 
ſucceeding Kings, Yer the Queen was in all that time 
ſtill aſſiſting them with Men and Money. | 

In the Year 1568. the Provinces in the Netherlands 
threw off the Spaniſh Yoke, that was become inrollerably 
ſevere and cruel, The Queen for ſome Years aſſiſted 
them more covertly, but when the Prince of Orange was 
killd, and they were in danger to be over run, ſhe took 
chem more openly into her Prorection ; and by the Ma- 
nifeſto Which I have in my Hands, She publiſhed the 
Grounds upon which She proceeded. She laid down this 
for a Foundation, That there had been an Ancient League 
not only becween the Crown of England, and the Prin- 
ces of the Netherlands, but between the Subjects of 
both Countries, under their Seals interchangeably, for 
all Friendly Offices, If this was a good Reaſon for the 
Queen's giving Aid to rhe Oppreſſed People of che Ne- 
therlands, then if the Caſe had been reverſed, chat the 
People of England had been illegally and cruelly oppreſ- 
led, it furniſhed the Princes of thoſe Provinces with as 
good a Reaſon for aſſiſting them. In this Afliſtance 
given the States, the Queen perſiſted till che End of Her 
Reign; nor was this only done by rhe Court, but both 
Parliaments and Convocations granted Her ſeveral Aids 
to maintain theſe Wars : And in the Preambles of thoſe 
Subſidy Acts, the Queen's Proceedings in thoſe Particu- 
lacs were highly approvd and magnify d. Bilſon Biſhop 
ot Wincheſter, and ſeveral other Writers in that time, 
juſtitied whar ſhe did; and not one thar I ever heard 
of cenlured or condemned it. 

Upon Kang Fames's coming to the Crown, the firſt 
great Negociation was for a Peace between Spain and 
the United Provinces ; Which laſted ſeveral Years. The 
States infiſted on a Preliminary, Thar they ſhonfd be 
Acknowledged Free, Sovereign, and Independent States; 
the Spaniards would not yield to this, nor would che 
States recede from it. Some here in England began to 
lay, They were Form'd in Rebellion, and ought not to 
carry their Pretenſions too far: Upon that, King James 
ſuffer d a Convocation to meet; and a Bock of Canons, 
with relation to the Supream Authority, was prepat d; 
in which, tho' the Authority of the Prince, even when 
he becomes a Tyrant, is carried very far; yet the Caſe 
of the Maccabees is Stated ; and, it was. determined, 
That when a new Government, tho' begun in a Re- 
volt, is come to a thorow Settlement, it may be owned 
as Lawtul, King James, who was jealous enough of 
the Regal Authority, yer did nor like theie carrying 
theſe Matters ſo far: He order'd the whole Matter to 
be let tall fo entirely, that there is not a Word of ir in 
the Books of Convocation : But Archbiſhop Saxcreft 
found this Collection of Canons at Durham, under Dr. 
Overalls Hand, which he Copied our, and Licenſed 
the Book a few Days before he fell under his Suſpenſion. 
I ſoon ſa that it had a Relation to the Affairs in Hel- 
land: For the Dutch delighted to compare their firſt Be- 
ginnings to that of the Jews in Ant iochu s time: They 


compared King Philip to Ant iochu 8 and the 


Prince of Orange to Fudes Maccabæu. Bur I ſaw much 
clearer into the Matter by an Original Letter of King 
James, which a worthy Gentleman ſent me. I knew 
his Hand well, the Letter is in Print; bur I will read 
{ome particulars our of it, It is Directed to Dr. Abbot, 
afterwards Archbiſhop of Canterbury, It begun with 
Cenſuring ſome Poſitions concerning a King in Poſſeſ- 
fion, the ſame with our Modern Term of a King de 


faRo : He goes on in theſe Words, My Reaſon of calling 

you together, was to give your Judgmenti, how far 4 Chri- 
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Neighbours to ſhake off their Obedience to their dun Sove- 
5 7 n, upon gr a dw Oppreſſion, Tyranny, or what elſe 
you like to name it. In the late Queen 5 Time, thu Kingdom 
was very free in Aſſitting the Hollanders both with Arms 
and Advice; and none of your Coat ever told me, that any 
ſerupled about it in her Reign. Upon my coming to Eng- 
land, you may know, it came from ſome of your ſelves to 
raiſe ſcruples about ths Matter; yet I never took any notice 
of theſe ſeruples, till the Affairs of Spain and Holland forced 
me to it. I call d my Clergy together, to ſatufie not ſo 
much me; an the N vrld about us, of the Fuſtmeſs of my 
owning the Hollanders ae this time, Thy 1 needed not 
to have done; and you have forced me to fa, I wiſh I bad 
not. He reflects on thoſe, who had a great Averſion to 
the Notion of God's being the Author of Sin, which 
lainly Points at Dr. Overal, who was the firſt Man of 
Now among us, that Oppoled the Calvini/ts Doctrine 
of Predeſtination; yet he ſays, They had gone tothe Three 
Jſhnld of it, by ſaying, That even Tyranny was God s Autho- 
rity, and ſhould be Reverenced as ſuch, He concludes, 
Theſe were edg'd Troli, and that therefore they were to let 
them reſt. there is a full Account of King James's 
Thoughts of rhis Matter, which was then the chief 
Subject of Diſcourſe all Euroze over, He had Twelve 
Years. before this, ſhewed on an Eminent Occaſion, thar 
he owned the States, when he Invited them in the Year 
1593. to Chriſten his Eldeſt Son, Prince Henry, The 
were ſenſible of the great Honour done them by it; an 
tho' they were then bur Low, they ſent an Embaſſy, 
wich a noble Prefent of Gold Plate, ro Aſſiſt on that 
Occafion. This Negociation ſtuck for ſeveral Years, the 
Spaniards refuſing to own chem in expreſs Words: The 
Na found was, they were treated with (tamquam) 
as with Free States ; and the Matter went no further at 
that time, than a Truce for ſome Years, which was 
Concluded in the Year 1609, This lets us ſee, That 
the Words in King Fames's Speech that Year to his 
Parliament, were not chance Words that fell  careleſly 


from him, 4 King leaves to be a Ning, and degenerates 


into 4 Tyrant, «ds ſoon as he leaves off to Govern by Law : 
In which caſe the King's Conſcience may ſpeak to him, as 
the poor Woman 5 bilip e Macedon, Either Govern by 
eaſe to be a King, 
Abere is A eee Inſtance towards the End of 
that Reign, chat ſhews what the Senſe of our beſt Di- 
vines was in this Matter: When the Archbiſhop of Tork's 
Son and Mr. Wadſworth had changed their Religion in 
Spain, Wadſworth writ over 7 bold Defence of that; and 
Among other Things, Charged the Reformation with 
Rebellion. This was Anſwer d by one of the beſt Books 
of that Time, wrir by Dr. Bedell, Dedicated to the 
Prince of Wales, who afterwards Promoted him to a 
Biſhoprick, His Words on this Head are full: I will 
read ſome of them. Do you think Suljects are bound to give 
their Throats to be cut by their Fellow. ſuljetis, or to their 
Prince, at their mere Wills, againſt their own Laws and 
Edig,? You would*know quo jure the Proteſtants Wars in 
France and Holland, are juſtified. Firſt, The Law of Na- 
ture, which not only alloweth, but inclineth and inforceth 
ery living Thing to” defend it ſelf from Violence. Se- 
Getty: The off Nations, which permicteth thoſe who are 
it the Protection of others, to whom they owe no more than 
an honourable Acknowledgment, in caſe they go about to 
make theniſelves abſolute Sovereigns, and to uſurp their Li. 
bets, to'Reſit aud Stand for the ſame. And if a Lawful 
Prince,who x not. yet Lord of hy Subjects Lives and Goods, 
ſeall attempt to deſposl them f the ſame, under colour of 
reducing x of fo by own Religion, after all humble Re- 
manffrancet, they may fland upon their own guard, and be- 
inp aſſailed, reſiſt Force with Force, a did the Maccabees 
ander Antiochus. In which caſe notwithſtanding, the 
Perſon. of the Prince himſelf ought always to be Sacred and 
Inviolable,” as wa Saul eo Dawid. No Commentary is 
r * 5 © 7316. om 


0 Lerds, You" ſee how this Matter ftood during 


King mes Reign. In the firſt Year of King Charler's 
Kg, Grotius Book d Jure Belli Pach, was Pub- 


lim d at Pars, Dedicated ro the King of France, while 
France was under the Adminiſtration of the wiſeſt and 
moſt jealous Miniſter of the laſt Age, Cardinal Richelieu. 
In that Book, in which he aſſerts the Rights of Princes 
with great Zeal, yet he enumerates many Caſes, in 
which it is Lawful to Reſiſt, particularly that of a total 
Subverſion: And that Book is now all Europe over in 


the higheſt Repuiation of any Book that the Modern 


Ages have produced. In the Beginning of King Char Jens 
Reign, a War broke our in France, againſt the Prote- 
ſtants; upon which he ſent over Ambaſſadors, by whoſe 
Mediation a Peace was Concluded; but that being ill 
kept, the War broke out again; and the King thoughr 
himſelf Bound by his Mediation to Protect the Prote. 
ſtants. So in the Second Seſſion of the Parliament 1628. 
In the Demand of a Supply that the Lord Keeper Co- 
ventry made in the King's Name, theſe Words are to be 
found, France & ſway'd by the Popiſh Faction; and tho by 
bn Mejeſties Mediation, there were Articles of Apreement 
{ etween that King and hu SubjeQs, that Treaty bath beer 
broke, and thoſe of the Reformed Religion will be ruined 
without 3 Help. Upon this the Commons petition- 
ed the King for a Faſt, and defired the Concurrence of 
the Lords, who join'd with them in ir. The King granted 
it, and an Office was Compos'd ſuitable to the Occaſion ; 
in which among other Devotions, the Nation was di 
rected to pray for all thoſe, who here or elſe-where were 
fighting God's Battels and Defending his Altars, Thus the 
whole Body of the Legiſlature Fig concur for a Faſt 
for that, which if this Doctrine is true, was no better 
than Rebellion; and yer the whole Nation, Clergy and 
Laity were requir'd to Pray for Succeſs in it. 

But ro compleat this View of the Doctrine of our 
Church, it is to be confider'd, That when a Year be. 
fore this, while the Loan or Benevolence were carried 
on, fonie officious Divines made uſe of thoſe Expreſſions 
of Kings having their Power from God, as importing 
an Authority of a Nature Superior to the Laws of the 
Land. One of theſe, Dr. Manwaring, | was Impeached, 
and had a ſevere Sentence paſſed on him for ir, So 1 
have now made it our, beyond I hope the poſſibility of 
Contradicton, that for 70 Years together, from 1538, 
ro 1628, the Lawfulneſs of Self-defence in the Caſe 
of Illegal and Violent Cruelty, was the Publick and 
Conſtant Doctrine of this Church. 

Theſe were the beſt and happieſt times of our Church, 
as 1s ofren repeared by the Fart of Clarendon : From 
theſe we ought to take the Standard of our Doctrine. 

I go next ro ſhew what was the common Doctrine for 
the next 60 Years, from 1628, ro 1688. 1 muſt yield up 
the firſt twelve Years: For upon the unhappy Miſur- 
derſtanding between the King and that Parliament, there 
was a long diſcontinuance of Parliaments, then the late- 
Iy Condemned Doctrine was again in Vogue; and no- 
ching was ſo much heard of, as the Law of Government 
that was from God, Antecedent to all human Laws 
Out of this ſprung illegal Impriſonments, illegal Mono- 

olies, ſevere Proceedings in the Star-Chamber, bur a- 
ve all, the Ship-Money, Theſe things put the Nation 
in an Univerſal diſ. jointing and feebleneſs. And when 
an unavoidable ncceffity forced that King to call a Par 
liament, the fatal Effects of thoſe Councels broke on: 
terribly, I know many fancy, that the War is to be 
charged on the Principles of Self-defence : They ace 
much miſtaken. . I had occafion to ſee a great way into 
the Secret of that time, when [ examin'd the Papers 1c. 
lating to the two Dukes of Hamilton. I knew a great 
deal more fince from two Perſons of unqueftionable In- 
regrity, who knew the Secrets of that rime, the Lord 
Holln, and Sit Harbottle Grimftone ; but all receiv da 
full Confirmation, when I found it agreed 
the noble Account given by the Earl of Clarendon. 
No Body dreamt of a War, nor bad they any Priv- 


ciples leading to it. But there was an unhappy Train of 


Accidents that hindred Matters from being brought «© 
a Settlement, even while the King was granting all they 
could deſire. Stories were carried by Perſons _ 


rfectly with 


boch che Kikg and Queth, of words ler fall, that made 
them conclide, there were ſtill ill Dehgns . on foot, a- 


; gaihſt the Laws that were then alled. B 1 - that | which : 


: 


brought all to a Cxiſis, Was the Diſcavery of a Negocia- 


tion, to Engage the Army to Declare againſt rhe, Par- 
liament. Whoſoe ver compares the Depoſitions in R- 
worth, with the Account given of that Matter by the 
Earl of Clarendon, will ſee chere is a great deal more in 
the one, than the other is willing to believe; tho” he 
acknowledges they had both Gœrings Evidence, and 
Pierty's Lettet with them. I will not take it upon me 
to dereraiine, Whether they believ d roo much, or the 
Earl of Clarendon too little. It is certain, they believed 


all that was in the Depoſicions, and a great deal more: 
For Goring being continued in the Government of Port,, 
mouth, and his Father being advanced from being a a 


Baron to be an Earl, and Piercys being made à Lord, 
and Maſter of the Horſe. to the P. of 1/a/es, made them 
conclude they had ſuppreſſed a great deal, inſtead of 
faying more than was true. This ſtuck deep in their 
Hearts, and at laſt fatally broke our in the Demand 
of che Militia, that brought on the War, which I do own 
was plainly a Rebellion, becauſe a Force was offer d to 
the King, not to defend rhemſelves from an unjuſt In- 


vation, or illegal Grievances, but to extort.a new Law 


from him. 

Thus the true Occaſion of the War, was a Jealouke, 
rhat a Conduct of 15 Years had given too much ground 
for; and that was ſtill unhappily kept up, by a fatal 
Train of Errors in every ſtep that was made, The great 
Concuſſion that rhe War gave the Nation, and the bar- 
barous Effufion of ſo much Blood, eſpecially of rhe Royal 
Blood of that Bleſſed KING, had ar laſt a happy, cho 
a late Concluſion in the Reſoration: And it's no won- 
der, if ſuch a Series of Tragical Events, begor a general 
Horror at the Occaſion of them. But then it was, chat 
had ir not been for the Firmneſs of the Earl of Clarendon 
to his Enzlifh Principles, the Libertics of the Nation 
had been deliver'd up. 

It is ro his Memory, that we owe our being a tree 
People; for he with his two great Friends, the Duke of 
Ormomd, and the Earl of Southampton, check d the for- 
wardnels of ſome who were deſirous ro load the Crown 
with Prerogarive and Revenue. He ſtopt all this, which 
being afterwards odioufly, repreſented, brought on him 
that great and laſting, bat honourable Diſgrace, The 
Earl of Southampton, whole Death went a little before 
his Fall, and perhaps haſtned it the ſooner, ſaid to many 
about him, that he was a true Proteſtanr, and an ho- 
neſt Engliſh-man ; and that the Nation would feel the 
Eſfects of his being removed, whenſoever it might 


happen. | TY 3 

nat Lord, in the great Settlement after the Reſto- 
ration, would carry things no farther, than to repeal 
what had been extorted by the Tumults; and in the 
matter of rhe Militia-Act, and the Oachs relating to it, 
all was more cautiouſly worded, than is commonly un- 
derſtood. To the Word Commiſſion'd by the King, ſome 
indeed moved, that the word Lawfully might be ad- 
ded, to make all plain. This was prefs'd in the Houſe, 
of Commons by Vaughan, afterward Lord Chief Ju- 
tice of the Common-Pleas, The Attorney General, af- 
terwards Lord Chancellor Nottingham, anſwer'd, Thar 
was not neceſſary ; for rhe word Commiſſion, imported 
i ; ſince, if it was not Lawfully iſſued out, to Lawful 
Perſons, and for a Lawful Reaſon, ir was no Commiſſion; 
and the whole Houſe affenced to this; yer in the Houſe, 
of Lords, the ſame word Lawfully was preiſed to be 
added by the Earl of Southampton, who was anfwer'd. 
by the Earl of Angleſey to the fame purpoſe, with What 
had been ſaid in the Houſe of Commans, He indeed 
inſiſted to have the word added, becauſe it would clear, 
all Difficulties with many, who, nor having heard of the. 
Senſe: given in both Houſes, might fancy, that any ſort 
of Commiſſion be ing granted, it would not be Lawtful to 
refaſt it. 
Explanation being the Senſe of both Houſes, it would 
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be ſoon, ſpread, and Known, over the. Nation. Inu this 


Senſe, it is certain, chat it is not. Lawful to take Arms 


againſt any ſo Commuion'd by the Riug; for that were 
to take Arms againſt, the King's Commillion in the Exe- 
cunon of the Law, which is certainly a reſiſting the Or- 
dinance of God, which whoſoever do, they ſhall receive 
to themſelves damnation, 2 | | 
It was, no wonder, if after ſuch a War, the Doctrine 
of Non - Reſiſtance Was preach'd and preſs d with more 
than ordinary Warmth, and without any Exceptions; 
yet ſome ſtill kept theſe iu view; ſo did both Dr. Falkner 
and my ſelf ; and I know many others had them always 
in their Thoughts, tho they did not think it necelſaty to 
mention them. ren 4 | e T%62" 
I found the ill effects, that the carrying this Matter 
fo far, had on the Mind of that Unfortunate Prince, King 
James; for in the Year 1673, When he, was pleas d go 
admit me to much free Converſation with him, among 
many other, things, told him, it was impoflible for 
him to Reign in quiet in this Nation, being of that Re- 
ligion ; he anſwer'd me quick, Does not the Church 
of England maintain the Doctrine of Non-Reſiſtance and 
Faſſive Obedience? I begg d of him not to depend on 
that; for there was a diſtinction in that matter, that 
would be found our when Men thought they needed 
ir. TI now come, to tell your Lordſhips, how right 1 
judged, — | 40 | 
It is true, they palsd a very pompous Decree ar 
Owford 1683. but you ſhall hear how long they ſtood 
to it. In Summer, 1686, the Prince of Orange was 
pleas d to receive me into his Service, with a particular 
Confidence. Soon after the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion 
was ſet up, and upon ſome Proceedings before that Board, 
he was deſir d from England to break with King Fame: 
upon that Head. I oppoſed this, and ſaid, I was con- 
vinced, that Commiſſion was againſt Law, and would 
have ill effects, bur it did nor ſtrike ar the whole, This 
was more warmly preſſed upon the Proceedings againſt 
Map dalene College. I ftill ſtood ro my ground; and 
told both Prince and Princeſs, That if a Breach ſhould 
follow on thefe Matters, I could not ſerve, When indeed 


n 


the Declaration was publiſh'd a ſecond time, with a 


Reſolution to have it carried through; and that man 
Laws were diſpenſed with at pleaſure; and Perſons who 
were under legal Diſabilities, were made Judges, Sherifls 
and Magiſtrates; all whoſe Actings were ſo many Nul- 
lities: Then I thought here was a total Subverſion of 
our Conſtitution ; which from being a Legal one, was 
made precarious, ſubject ro mere Will and Pleaſure, 
$01 was ready to ſerve in the Revolutich, | 
Some Days after we came ro Exeter, Sir Edward Sey- 


 mour came thither, and he Feta ſent for me: 


When Icame to him, he asked me, Why were we a 
Rope of Sand, and had not an Aſſociation? I ſaid, 
Becauſe we had not yet a Man of his Weight to begin 
the Motion: He ſaid, If we had nor one by to Morrow, 
he would-leave'ns before Night. I eefendly {aw a No- 
ble Duke now in my Eye, and acquainred him with 
this ; He went to che Prince, who approving of ir, an 
Aſſociation was prepar'd, and laid on the Table next 
Morning; and was after that Signed by all who came 
to wait on the Prince. Three days aſter we left Exeter 

a Head of a College came to the Prince, to invite him to 
come ro Oxford, aſſuring him, that the Univerfiry would 
declare for him. He went as near it as Abingdon, but 
then rhe ſudden Turn of Affairs ar London obliging him 
to haſt up, the Aſſociation was ſent rhirher, and was 
Signed by the Heads of the Colleges, and many others 
there ; ſome doing it in a particular Warmth of Expteſ- 
Gon, and laing, Thar their Hearts, as well as their 
Hands went with it. Upon what Diſappointmenrs or 
other Views, I cannot tell, this Contradiction to their 
famed Decree, five Year after it was made, ſeem'd to 
rake another Turn back to it again; and the Notion 
of a King de fade, which. is but a ſofter Word ſot᷑ an U- 


e did not prevail; for it was ſaid, That this ſurper, came in Vogue, Wag, 


3 The 


g Patliament, to prevent the ill Effects of that, 
A ro ſecure rhe e Firſt, by an Aſſocia- 
tion, and then by an Abjuration. I, who was always 
againſt every thing chat might break in upon Conſcience, 
was for making theſe only voluntary; but they were 
Enacted, and they were generally taten. A Noble Lord 
on the Earls Bench, procur'd me the Sighr of a Lerter, 
that went about to perſuade the taking the Abjurarion, 
that he had from a place where he believed it bad ita 
Effect; where I found this Diſtinction, That the Abju- 
ing any Right wharſoever rhat the Pretendet might 
Gaim, was only meant of a Legal Right, and that it 
had no Relation to Bireb- Rig be, or ro Divine Right. This 
agreed, with a Report that went then current "That a 
Perſon, in a great Poſt, ſent a Meſſage to an Honqura- 
ble Gentleman, who would nor take the Abjuration, 
that if he had an half Houts Diſcourſe with him, be 
goubred not ro be able to convince him, that he might 
take the Abjuration, without departing from any of his 
Principles, Towards the End of the laſt Reign, a bold 
Arrempt was made on the King's Supremacy, by an In- 
cendiary, who is ſuppoſed to have no ſmall Share in this 
Matter now before your Lordſhips : But the Attack on 


the Supremacy being liable ro a Premwnire, it was turn 
with much Malice, and manag'd with great Pre vari- 
cation againſt the Biſhops, who adhered firmly to their 
Duty to the King. How great a Disjointing that has 
brought on this Church, is too viſible all the Nation 


over, and it rends to carry on the wicked Deſign of di- 


ſtracting the Church, and undermining the Government. 
By the time the Queen was on the Throne, or ſoon 
| after, the Rehedrſal began to be ſpread over the Nation, 
two of them a Week, which conrtinu'd for ſeverall Years 
together, to be Publiſh'd without Check or Controul; 
Ir was all thro” one Argument gant the Queen's Right 
to the Crown; that, tho" it was diverſified with Incidents 
and Digreſſions, was kept always in View. The Cler- 
gy were in many Places drawn into Subicriprions for 
rhis Paper, This look d like a Defign long conriv'd at, 
to have che Queen s Title undermin d: Beſides this, we 
had à Swarm of Pamphlers every Year co the ſame Pur- 
zofe,and, as was believed, writ by the ſame Hand. One 
Fla at the Door of the Houle, with che Title of King 
Hiliam's Exorbitant Grants, did Nang call him an 
Viſarper ; and ſtarting an ObjcQion againſt the Queen's 
fefling the Throne, gave it oY n{wer, That ſhe 
Gil we to keep it till ſhe could deliver it up to the 
ighreous Heir, At that time there was quick Proſe- 
cation of a Paper publiſh'd, with rhe Title of The Shor- 
reſt Way with the Diſſenters ; and upon that, I brought 
that Pamphlet to a great Miniſter, and offer d to ſhew 
him chis Paſſage in it, ro {ce if there ſhould be a Proſe» 
cution of this Order d. He turned from me; ſo whether 
he heard me or not, I cannot tell: I am ſure, if he ſays 
he did nor, I will believe him. No Proſecution. follow d, 
and che Rehearſal went on a Clergy.in many Pla- 
ces, met at a Coffee ·Houſę on Satur da, to Read the 
Kehearſals of the Week, which bad very ill Effects in 
moſt Places. I know 1t ma be ſaid, That che Queen's 
Learned Council ought to — look d after cheſe things: 
But we all know, that they Ray till they receive Orders 
from che Miaiſtry, The Courſe af that Treaſonable Pa- 
per has been now for ſome time ſtopt, ſo we ſee there is 
{me Change in the Miniſtry, — _ | 
But ro compleat the Ipſolence of the Enemies of the 
Queen and of the Proteſtant Succeſſion; they had che 
Impudence to give it out, That the Queen ſceretly fa- 
vourd chem: And as this, we all know, has been long 
whiſper'd about among us, ſo it was more. boldly given 
out in Scotland, which ig d one of the Queen's Mi- 
niſters in that Pathamenr, in a Speech that was Prin- 
ted. to contradict 15 treaſonable and difſhonon 
Suggeſtion, chat as 0 
there was in God a Secret, as well. as a Reveal'd Will, 


and chat cheſe might be concrary to one another 3 ſo they 
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he reveal'd her W 


og | rable 
ome Divines would have ix, that 


would faſten. ati, Iowuration oh the Queen, chat whi!- 
ill one way, ſhe. had a ſecrer Will 
another way; which he ſolemnly affirmed, ro be fallt 
and highly: endet to the Queen. | 
Wulle rhe Pamphlets and theſe Reports were thus . 
about, Mr. Headiy thought that it became him to aſſcr. 
the Queen's Ticle, by juſtifying the Revolution, out ot 
which it riſes. But what an Outcry was rais d on this, 
that one durſt diſturb the Progreſs of a wicked O;:. 
nion, that was viſibly deſign dito overturn the Covern. 
ment: And yet he aſſerted nothing, but what the Coun. 
cil for the Priſoner did all fully and plainly own, Th: 
in the Caſes of extream Necefliry, an Exception to 
Doctrine was to be admitted, and that Was ihe 
Caſe at the Revolution; | 
Bur as theſe Notions have been long let run among 
us; ſo they have appeareg in a maſt violent and un- 
guarded Manner, ever fince the Artempt of the Prerc:.. 
der, and more of late, ſince the Preleminaries upon ib 
Overtures for a Peace, ſeem to extinguiſh their Hopes. 
What Sermons on this Head are preach'd in this Cy, 
at Aſſizes, at B-rb, and at many Cathedrals 7 Furious 
Men fit themſelves with ſome hor Sermons, which they 


d carry about from place ro place, to poiſon the Nation 


This has not only rhe vifible Effect deſigned by it, of 
ſhaking many in their Allegiance to the Queen, and in 
their adhering to the Proteſtant Succefſiaa ; bur it has 2 
curſed Effect on many others, on whom this their Def 
does not ſucceed, . | | | 

I am very ſenſible there is a great deal of Impict 

and Infideliry now ſpread thro' rhe Nation: This give, 
every good Mind all polſible Horror; but I muſt «cl 
your Lordſhips, on what a great Part of it is founded; 
for ſince my Converſation with Miimot, Earl of Rochefcr. 
I have had many Occaſions to diſcourſe with Perſoy; 
tainted with thoſe wicked Principles, and I do afficn 
it, char the greateſt Prejudice theſe Perſons have 2: 
Religion, at the Clergy, and at the Publick Worſhip a 
God, is this, chat they ſay, They ſee Clergy-men take 
Oarhs, and uſe all Prayers, both Ordinary and Extraor- 
dinary for the Government, and yer in their Actings ard 
Diſcourſes, and of late in their Sermons, they ſhew vil 
bly that they look another way; from whence they co: 
clude, They are a Mercenary Sort of People without 
Conſcience. 

I hope there are not many that are ſo corrupted and { 
ſcandalous: I am fure I know a great many that are far 
otherwiſe, who Preach, Speak and Act as they Swear 
and Pray; but thoſe who act in another way, are Noific 
and Impudent, and fo bring an Imputation on the whole 
Body; and unleſs an effectual Stop is put to this Diſter 
per, it is not poſſible to foreſee all the ill Conſequences 
that may follow upon it. | 
I have, I am afraid, wearied your Lordſhips ; bus 
Irhoughr it was neceſſary, once for all, to enlarge copi- 
ouſly on this Argument: And now to come cloſe to! 
Article, and the Sermon, for 1 meddle not at all with tb 
Perſon of the Man; Whatever eneral Expreſſions mig |: 
very well have been uſed, in ſetting forth Paſive Ole. 
ence and Noa. Reſiſtance before the Revolution, beca- 
odious Caſes ought not to be ſuppoſed, and therefſc:c 
are. not to be named; yet fince Reſiſtance. was uſes in 
the Rovolution, and chat the late King invited all the 80 b. 


jects ro join with him, which was in them cerrau's 
Reſiſtance; and ſince the Lawfulnefs of the Revoluricu * 
ſo much controverted, the condemning all Reſiſtence in 
ſuch crude and general Terms, is certainly a Conde 
ning the Revolution: And this is further aggravated fro: 
thoſe Limitations on our Obedience, in an AQ paſt ſocn 
after the Revolution, by which, in Caſe our Princes turn 
Papiſts, or marry Papiſis, the Subjects ate in expreſs 
Words, diſcharg'd from their Allegiance to them. Cer- 
rainly this purs an End to the Notion of New-Refſear-: 
in any Caſe, or on any Pretence whatſoever: For the = 
Reaſons, I rhink the fickt Articleof this Impeachmen:, is 
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| Biſhop of O XFORD's 


ES 8 CH 
$i IN THE. | 
HOUSE of LORDS, 
On the Firſt Article of the Impeachment of i 


Dr. HENRY SAcHREVERRIIL. 


Hy Lords, 


ble Lord who ſpake third in this Debate, who was pleas'd to mention among 
other ſtrange Things, Biſhops voting contrary to their Dodrines. The Opinions of 
ſeveral of the Reverend Prelates have been read before your Lordſhips in Weſt- 
minſter- Hall: They were firſt quoted by the Counſel for the Defendant, and by their 
Order read in ſuch a partial and unfair manner, that if l may be allow'd to uſe any other 
Author after the ſame way, to take a naked Propoſition out of his Book, and not conſi- 
der the Coherence or Dependance of the Words how it may be explain'd or limited in 


other Places, to read juſt ſo far as may ſerve my Purpoſe, and ſtop when any thing fol- 


lows that may ſet the Matter in a juſt Light, I dare undertake} to make any Author 
ſpeak on which-ever fide of the Queſtion I pleaſe. TR" wg 

But the Managers for the Honourable Houſe of Commons did Juſtice to thoſe Reve- 
rend Prelates by obliging the Clerk to read other Paſſages in their Books, which clear- 
ly explain'd their Opinions; and ſo the only Furpoſe that was eventually ſerv'd by pro- 
ducing thoſe Quotations, was that which | fear was not intended, the vindicating thoſe 
Reverend Prelates from the uncharitable Imputation of having aſſerted a Doctrine in 


their Writings which they had contradicted by their Practices, in relation to the Revoluti-- 


oa and the Government founded upon ir. 


| hope to be able to reconcile the Vote which I ſhall give, with the Opinion which 


1 have always been of, and which having not been produced below, I ſtand up to give 
it your Lordſhips here, being far from cenſuring, far from entertaining the leaſt diſre- 
ſpectful Thought of auy that ſhall differ in Opinion fromme. 

I own the Subject now in debate, is a matter of great Conſequence, and of great 
Nicety and Tenderneſs; and that he, who ſhould preſume to entertain your Lordſhips 
upon it, ought to be better qualified, and better prepar'd than I am in other Reſpects, 
but 1 will give place to none in thoſe that follow, vz, in delivering my ſelf with that 
Reſpect and Deference which is due to this Houſe, that humble Diffidence which be- 
comes a juſt Conſciouſneſs of my own Weakneſs, and that Plaineſs and Sincertty which 
becomes that Character, which however unworthy of it, 1 have the Honour to bear; 
and then 1 am ſure. I may depend upon your Lordſhips known Candor, Honour and Ju- 
ſtice, that if any thing ſhould fall from me leſs correft, or leſs guarded than it ought to 
be, it ſhall receive the moſt favourable Conſtruction that it is capable off. 

Before I deliver my Opinion, I beg leave briefly to ſtare the Queſtion, and in order 
to that to lay down Two Premiſes. 


1. That Government in general, was in its original inſtitution, defign'd for the good 


Manier.. ret 


any one particular Form of Government to which all Nations and Bodies of Men, ia 
1992 0 


2. That in the Holy: Scriptures (as far as I can find) there is no Specification of 
all 


- 
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OME of this Bench are neceſſarily call'd vp, by Words which fell from the No- 
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all Times and Places ought to be ſubject; nor are there ſach exact Accounts of the ex- 
tent of the Power of the Governour-or Obedience and Submiſſion of the Governed, as 
can reach to all Caſes that may poſſibly happen. 1 N 

There are many general Precepts requiring the Obedience and Submiſſion of Sub- 
jects to their Governors: Let every Soul be ſubject ro the Higher Powers ;, Tou muſt needs be 
ſubjett not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience-ſake ; He that re ſiſt s, reſiſts the Ordinance of 
God; And ſubmit your ſelves to every human Conſtitution for the Lord's 1 e, &c. 

But yet theſe Scriptures do nat tell us how far we muſt obey and be Subject, nor do 
they neceſſarily imply that there can never be any Caſes wherein we may not obey and 
not be ſubject, but reſiſt ; becauſe there are other Places in Scripture, where other Du- 
ties are required in Ferms as large and general as theſe, nay in univerſal Terms; which 
yet muſt admit of Exceptions. | 4 

Some of the moſt zealous Contenders for the abſolute Power of the Prince, and uncon- 
ditional Submiſſion of the Subject, found themſelves very much upon the Fifth Com- 
mandment, Honour Thy Father and Mother, which they expound as comprehending Poli- 
tical as well as natural Parents, and I do not gain-ſay it: But then pray, my Lords, let 
us ſee in what Terms the Duty of Children to their natural Parents is required in Scrip- 
ture: Children, ſays the Apoſtle, obey your Parents in all Things ; This Expreſſion is ſurely 
univerſal enough; and from hence according to ſome Mens Reaſoning, it muſt follow, 
if Children muſt obey their Parents in all. Things, then theꝝ may reliſt in none. 

But will any Body ſay, that notwithſtanding the Univerſaliry of this Precept, there 
may not be ſome Exceptions and Limitations underſtood, both as to the active and paſſive 
Part of the Child's Obedience ? As to the 4t:ve, nd one will deny, but the Command 
muſt be reſtrain'd to Licita & Honeſta; they are not to obey in all Things abſolutely, 
but in all Things that are Lawful and Honeſt. rs p | 

And as to the Paſſive Part of the Child's Obedience, the Submiſſion or Noa-reſiſtance 
requir'd, permit me to put a Caſe. Suppoſe a Parent in a Phreazy, in a fit of Drwikenneſs 
or Paſſion, draws his Sword and attempts to kill his innocent Son; and the Son has no 
way to eſcape from him; is he oblig'd by this Duty of not Ke ſiſting, to ſtand ſtill and let 
his Father ſheath his Sword in his Bowels ? May he not, tho' he muſt ſtill have a care of 
his Father's Life, defend his own ? May he not put by the Paſs, grapple with his Father, 
and difarm him if he can ? My Lords, ſurely he may; That prime Law of Nature. of 
Selſ-Preſervation, will juſtify him in it: And then why may not the ſame Law of Self-Pre- 
ſervation juſtify the Political Child, the Body of the People, in defending their political 
Life, 5. e. their Conſtitution, againſt plain and avow'd Attempts of the political Parent 
utterly to deſtroy it? And it is upon this Point only that I ſhall ſtate the Queſtion. 

do allow, that in all Governments whatſoever there is an abſolute Power lod g'd ſome- 
where. With us, as I humbly conceive, that Power is lodg'd in the Legiſlature ; for 
which 1 have the Authority of a great Politician and Stateſman, Sir Thomas Smith, who 
was Secretary of Stat to two Princes, K. Eaw. 6. and Q. Elis. who in his Book, De Re- 
publica Angl. a Book ſeen and allow d as is ſaid in the Title Page, in that Chapter where he 
treats of our Parliaments and the Authority thereof, lays down this Aſſertion, The 
ce moſt high and abſolute Power of the Realm of England conſiſteth in the Parliament; and gl- 
ving particular Inſtances of that Power, among others mentions this, That the Parlia- 
« ment gives Forms of Succeſſion to the Crowne © | 

The | Executive Power with us is lodg d with the Prince; and I do readily allow that 
the Prince ſo veſted with the Executive Power, and all others lawfully commiſſion'd by 
him, acting according to their Commiſſion, and within thoſe Laws, with the Execution 
whereof he and they are reſpeCtively truſted, are irreſiſtible : The Perſon of the Prince 
is always inviolable : No perſonal Faults in him; no Injuries to particular Perſons, where 
they can have no Redreſs by Law, as in ſeveral Caſes they may have; no general Aale- 
Adminiſtration, whereby the Publick may be greatly hurt, can juſtify any Sreible Reſiſt- 
ance of his $ubjetts ; nor any thing leſs than a total Subverſion of the Conſtitution. 

But if in a legal Monarchy, where ſuch Laws have been enacted by common conſent of 
Prince and People, as are to be the Meaſures of his Government as well as of their Obedi- 
ence, that limit his Power as well as ſecure their Rights and Properties, the Prince ſhall 
change this Form of Government into an abſolute Tyranny, ſet aſide thoſe Laws, and ſet up 
an Arbitrary Will in the room of them; When the Caſe is plain, and when all Applications 
and Attempts of other Kinds prove uaſucceſsful ; If then the Nobles and Commons join toge- 
ther in Defence of theit Ancient Conſtitution, Government and Laws, I cannot call them Re- 
bels. Allow me, my Lords, to lay before you a few Things in maintainance of what | 
have advanced. And, ya | 
1. I would humbly offer ſome Facts, which 1 allow do not directly prove what I have 
ſaid to be true, but they do prove it to have been the Opinion of our Princes, Parlia- 
ments, Clergy and People in the Reigas of thoſe three great Princes, Q. Elizabeth, K. James 
and K. Charles I. I mean the Aſiſtancer which thoſe Princes gave to the Subjects of other 

7 * * Coun- 


(9) 
Countries that were reſiſting their reſpective Princes; and to enable them to do fo, they 
had Subſidies given them in Parliament and Convocation , and there were Prayers com- 
pos'd and uſed for the Succeſs of their Arms. | | LIB | 

Surely, my Lords, if thoſe Princes, Parliaments, Clergy and People had been of Opinion, 
that the Reſiſtance of Subjects againſt their Princes, was in no Caſe law ful, but always 
damnable Kebellion; they would never by aiding and aſſiſting ſuch Rebels have involved 
themſclves in the Guilt, and expos d themſelves to the dangerous Conſequences of ſuch s 
Sin. I mention not the particular Stories, becauſe they are better known to your Lord- 
ſhips than to me, and becauſe I doubt not but in the Courſe of this Debate, ſome Lord 
or other will give a larger Account of them; but I cannot forbear obſerving one thing re- 
lating to that Aſſiſtauce, which that pious Prince, and now glorious Saint in Heaven, 
K. Charles I. gave to the Rochellers, who were ſurely the Subjects of the King of France ; 
he order'd a Faſt by Proclamation, and appointed a Form of Prayer to be drawn up for the 
imploring of God's Blefling. It is highly probable that Biſhop Laud had the great Haid 
in compoſing thoſe Prayers, he being then Bp. of London, and in great Favour, and the 
Arch-biſhop of Canterbary, Abbot, at that time in Diſgrace. But whoever compos d them, 


I beg leave to read part of one of the Colleds in that Office. *©O Lord God of Hoſts, that 


ęgiveſt Vittory in the Day of Battle, and Deliverance in the time of Trouble, We beſeech thee to 
* ſtrengthen the Handi, and encourage the Hearts of thy Servants in fighting thy Battles and de- 
* fending thy Altars that are among us, and in all the reformed Churches, it ſeems the re- 
formed Churches were thought to have God's Altars among them then, however they 
have been vilify'd fiace. But that which I would obſerve from this Paſſage is this, 
That neither thatexcellent King who commanded thoſe Prayers to be compoſed, nor the 
Biſhops who compos'd them, nor the Clergy and People who us'd and join'd in them, 
could in ſo ſolemn a manner have recommended thoſe Forces to the Divine Protection 
and Favour, and as ſuch as were fighting God's Battles, if they had thought they were 
fighting againſt God in his Vice-gerent, and as defending his Altars if they believed they 
were reſiſting his Ordinance. FS | | 

2. I could produce ſeveral Authorities in ſupport of what! have laid down, but I ſhall 
mention but one; It is in a book written proteſledly on this Subject, and the Paſſage | 
ſhall quote comes home in Point to the Matter in Hand; the Book was wuitten in Q. E!:- 
zabeth's Time; every ode that is acquainted with the Hiſtory of Her Reign knows what 
Attempts were made by the Pope and his Party againſt her Government and Life, by Ex- 
communicating, depoſiug her, abſolving her Subjects from their Allegiance; by raiſing 
Tumults and Inſurrettions, by Dagger, Poyſon and what not: And 'tis certain, that they 
were theſe wicked Practices of the Pope and his Followers, and the DoQrines by which 
they juſtify'd them, that the Compilers of the Homilies which were then made, and other 
Authors who then wrote about the Power of the Prince and the Duty of che Subject, had 
principally in their View: The Book | mean, is intituled, The true Difference between 
Chriſtian Subjeftion and Unchriſtian Rebellion. It is written by way of Dialogue between 
a-Chriſtian, whom the Author calls Theophilus, and a Jeſuit whom he calls Philander. I 
beg leave to read a Quotation out of it, Theophilzs the Chriſtian ſays, 1 huſfe not my ſelf 
in other Mens Commonwealths as you (the Jeſuits) do, neither will Iraſhly pronounce all that re- 
fiſt, to he Rebels: Caſes may fall out even in Chriſtian Kingdoms, where the People may plead 
their Right againſt their Prince, and not be charged with Rebellion. Fhilander the Jeſuit asks, 
az when for Example? Theophilus the Chriſtian replies thus. 7* a Prince ſhould go about to 
ſubjet his Kingdom to a foreign Realm, or change the Form of the Commonwealth from Impery 


to Tyranny, or neglect the Laws eſtabliſh'd hy common conſent of Prince and People, to execute 


bis own Pleaſure; in theſe and other Caſes, which might be named, if the Nobles and Commons 
join together to defend their ancient and accuſtom'd Liberty, Regiment and Laws, they may not 
well be accounted Rebels. This Book is ſaid, in the Title Page, to have been peruſed and 
wa by publick Authority; was written by a great Man, Dr. Bil/en then Warden of 
_ Wincheſter College; printed at Gxford by the Univerſity Printer and dedicated to Q. Eli- 
cabeth, and the Author was afterwards made Bp. of Wincheſter. I could offer many 
other Anthorities not from falſe Sons or perfidious Prelates of the Church, not from 
Men of Fatiow and Antimonarchical Principles in relation to the Stare, but venerable 
Names; Ornaments to the Ages they liv'd in, and ſuch as will be remembred with Honour 
in ſucceeding ones: But I am ſuperſeded in producing, and your Lordſhips trouble ſav- 
ed in hearing more particular Quotations to this Purpole, by what is yielded by a Re- 
verend Divine of great Parts and Learning, far enough from the Suſpicion of being 
prejudic'd againſt the Rights of Princes, or partial to thoſe of the People, I mean 
the Reverend Dean of Carliſle, who ia a Latin Diſcourſe preach'd and printed in this 


Town upon the Duty of Submiſſion, ſtating ſome Caſes of extreme Neceſlity, and putting 


the Queſtion, Whether it may not be lawful for the People in ſuch Caſes to reſiſt ? an- 


ſwers, Viri boni & graves, &c. © That good and judicious Men, Men that have taken 


* great and uſctul Pains in defending the Rights of Princes, and repreſſing Lit eule 
| | el 87 


r 
u Licenſe, have contended that it is Lawful: He adds indeed, whether they have 
done Right or Wrong, let others judge, and does not give his own Opinion. But 


ſince he has granted, that ſuch Men as he bas deſcribed; Men of Probiry and Judge 


ment, zealous Aſſertory of the Rights of Princes, and Repreſſors of popular Licenſc, 


have contended that in Caſes, of extreme Neceſſity it is lawful for the People to de- 


fend themſelves; I may comfort my ſelf, if I err in my Opinion, that 1 err in good 
Company. But I humbly canceive I do not err, and that, | 
3. For this plain Reaſon, That if it be utterly unlawful to Reſiſt in any Caſe whatſo- 
_ ever; even that of a total Subverſion of the Conſtitution and Laws; then there is no di- 
ſtinction of Governments, of Abſolate, I mean, and Limited; or if there be 2 diſtin- 
tion, it is a nominal one without any real difference; for what difference is there be- 
rween a Prince's governing Arbitrarily without Law, and governing Arbitrarily againſt 
Law ? Betwixt baving no Laws at all, and having precarious Laws that depend intircly 
on the Will of the Prince, whether he will oblerve one of them or ſubvert them all, 
and if he does, the People cannot help themſelves ? 
But, my Lords, I _ and believe that there is a real diſtinction of Governments, 
and that the Subjects of all Governments are not in che ſame wretched Condition that 
thoſe of France and Turkey are in. I hope we have not boaſted falſly or vainly of our 
own Form of Government, that we are bleſs'd with a Conſtitution more happy than 
any other Nation in the World enjoys, that allows and ſecures as great, and (1 had al- 
moſt ſaid) God-like Powers and Prerogatives to the Crown as any wiſe and good Prince 


can deſire, a Power of doing every thing that is Good and nothing that is Ill, and at 


the ſame time ſecures molt valuable Rights and Privileges to the People. 


What wiſe or good Prince would net rather chuſe to reign over free Subjects, than 
tyrannize over Slaves? To receive a willing cheerful Obedience proceeding from the 
Principles of Gratitude,, Love, and Intereſt as well as of Duty, rather than a forced one, 
owing meerly to a Principle of Fear, the Principle from whence the Indians worſhip the 
Evil Spirits: | . ene 1 | 
_ My Canals, ſuch a Frame of Government your Lordſhips have receiv'd from your An- 
ceſtors 3 and I hope and truſt, that in grateful Reſpect to their Memory, and in ten- 
der Regard to your Poſterity, LI ſay nothing of our ſelves, my Lords; for as for us 
who have the Happineſs to live under the Government of the beſt of Princes that 
ever Heavenbleſs'd a Nation with; for us, I ſay, were our Government as Arbitrary 
as any in the Eaſt, yet 1 ſhould think our Rights, Liberties, and Properties, and what- 
ever is moſt dear and valuable to us, as ſafe as if they depended intirely upon Her Ma- 
jeſty's gracious Will, as they are now they are ſecured to ns by our Laws, or ſtronger 
Fences, if they could be made] but I ſpeak in regard to thoſe that are to come after 
us; and 1 do hope and truſt, that as your Lordſhips have receiv d ſuch an ineſtima- 
ble Treaſure from your Predeceſſors, you will tranſmit inviolable to your Poſterity. 


My Lords, I fear I tire you, but I muſt beg your Patience a little longer, while 1 


expreſs my Surprize and Wonder that the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedicnee and Non-Reſs- 


ſtance; in the unlimited Extent in which ſome explain it, is ſo diligently inculcated, and 


ſo zealouſly preſs'd at this time. BY rat 
Paſſive Obedience, I own, when truly ſtated, is a truly Chriſtian Duty, a perpetual Du- 


ty as to the Obligation, but occaſional as to the Practice of it. Now Preachers do not 


uſually, negleRing; the preſſing of other Duties of more conſtant Practice, lay out their 
Time and Labour in filling both Pages of their Diſcourſes with earneſt Aſſertions and vio- 
lent Exhortations to the Practice of an occaſional Duty, unleſs they have ſome near 
Proſpe& of an occaſion for the Exerciſe of it. And yet, my Lords, has this one Duty 
been, of late, more frequently and earneſtly aſſerted and urged both from Pulpit and 
Preſs, than all the other Duties of Chriſtianity : And what occaſion for this does any 
one pretend to have in view ? 2463 | 

Can there be a Wretch fo abandon'd, fo loſt to all Senſe of Gratitude and every 


thing that is good, as to be capable of admitting a Thought, that our gracious Queen 


has done, is doing, or intending todo any thing, that may give her Subjects occaſion 


ing 
for the Practice of this Duty? Has ſhe not ever ſince her happy Acceſſion to the 
Throne, poſtponed, ſacrificed her own Repoſe and Eaſe to the Quiet and Happineſs 


of her Subjects? Has ſhe not clearly ſhown that She has nothing fo much at Heart, as 
the Good and Proſperity of her People, the true Intereſt and Honour of her Kingdom 
which ſhe has carried higher than any of her Royal Predeceſlors ever did before her ? 
Has ſhe not approv'd Her ſelf a true Parent of her political Children, by exerciſing 
as prudent a Care of, and expreſſing on all Occafions as tender an ludulgence to 
them, as any natural Parents ever did towards theirs ? rs | 

If then there be no Occaſion from the Conduct of our Prince, is there any Reaſon 
from the Behaviour of Her People that may juſtifie this extraordinary and otherwiſe 


unſeaſonable Zeal for this Doctrine? Do they (excepting ſuch as the Zealots for this 


Doarine 
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Doctrine have excited to diſturb her peaceful Reign at home, by rebet1; 4 
gerous Tumults and Inſurrections,) ſhew any Uncaſineſs under Her fy oe 
ment, or Iaclinations to throw it off? Do they not bleſs their glorious Queen and God 
for her? Do they not on all Occaſions expreſs their grateful Senſe of the many ine- 
ſtimable Bleſſings they enjoy through her Adininiſtration ? Do not they conſtantly 
5 5 their e 9 N for 1 Life and happy Reign ? Do tlicy hol 
willin their Taxes for the Support of her Governmen i” 
Treckiry — Blood too in Defence Git ? t, cheerfully expend 2 

What then can be ſaid for ſuch a Conduct which can have no othet natural Ten- 
dency than to create unreaſonable Jealouſies of her People in the Head of our Queen, 
and groundleſs Fears of their Queen in the Hearts of her People. Jealouſies in the 
Queen, that her Subjects are inclinable to rebel againſt her, when the Clergy think it 
neceſſary thus to preſs theſe Reſtraints upon them; and Fears in the People, when their 
Paſtors are ſo induſtriouſly preparing them for Sufferings ? g 

My Lords, I would not be thought to charge upon all that hold and aſſert this Do- 
Arine, the Conſequences which I may with too much Reaſon charge upon ſome of them; 
mean ſuch as do not allow Her Majeſty's Title to the Crown, but refule to take the 
Oaths to Her, or join in Prayer for Her, aud have upon that account form'd one of the 
moſt unaccountable Schiſms chat ever was made in the Church: Some of theſe have 
engaged zealouſly in allerting this Doctrine; and one of them in 2 Paper written in 
Viadication of it, has not been afraid to infinuate a Patallel between the Caſe of Her 
Majeſty and the Pretender, and that of Athaliah and Foaſh. 

Horrid Suggeſtion. that would make one tremble! What do theſe Men mean ? Any 
Service to Her Majeſty ? No: The Conſequences as to them are plain. If to Reſiſt up- 
on any Occaſion whatever, be unlawful, be Rebellion, damnable Rebellion; then the Re- 
volution was Rebellion, and all that were concern'd in it are involv'd in that Guilt :ther 
we have continued in a Rebellion ever ſince; then if we won'd avoid Damnation, we 
muſt repent of that Sin; but there is no true Repeutance without Reſtitution, and if 
there muſt be Reſtitution, they will tell you what that is. | | 

I would charitably hope, that the unfortunate Perion now in Judgment before your 
Lordſhips, did not intend to carry Matters fo far: But 1 muſt ſay, his Doctrine as he 
has ſtated and managed it, under his Head of Falſe Brotherhood, with relation to the 
State, does give too great a Handle for thoſe that have ſuch Views, to improve what 
he has ſaid to their Purpoſes 

The Council for him, bave labour d to defend him againſt the Charge in this Ar- 
ticle, by producing a great many Quotations out of the Homilies, Statutes, and Writings 
of Divines dead and living, wherein this Doctrine has been laid down generally. They all 
allow'd that Caſes of extream Neceſſity were always excepted out of this general Do- 
arine; and that tho* the Exception was not expreſs, yet it was always imply'd ; and 
they allow'd farther, that the Caſe of the Revolution was a Caſe of ſuch Necellity : 
But how did they apply this to the Cale of their Client? Thus: They ſaid, that thoſe 
Divines whom they had quoted, were never found fault with for aſſerting the Doctrine 
in general Terms, not expreſling but tacitly implying the Exception; Then they ask'd 
why ſhould the Doctor be charged for aſtertiag the Doctrine in general Terms as others 
had done, not expreſſing the Exception which they had not expreſs'd ? Why ſhould 
not he be iatitled to the favourable Conſtruction of tacitly implying the Exception of 
Caſes of Neceſſity, ſuch a Neceſſity as they allow'd juſtity'd the Revolution? 

Indeed I ſhould readily have admitted the Plea, it the Doctor had done no more 
than barely aſſert the Doctrine in general Terms, and his only Fault had been that he 
had not expreſs'd the Exception which he tacitly imply d: But has he done na more 
than this? Has he not mention'd the Caſe of the Revolution, with no other View, as 
I can ſee, than to expoſe ir, not as an Exception out of his general Poſition, but an 
Objection againſt it? Our Adverſaries, ſays he, that is, thoſe that oppoſe his general 
Doctrine, think they have us ſure, . e. effectually confute that Doctrine, by objecting 
the Revolution. This Objection muſt ſuppoſe that there was Reſiſtance at the Revo- 
lution ; for to ſay that the general Doctrine, that it is not lawful in any Caſe to reſiſt, 
is not true, becauſe the Revolution was lawful, in which there was no Reſiſtance, 
would be a wonderful Objection indeed: I fay, Reſiſtance muſt be ſuppos d in the Ob- 
jection, to make Senſe of it. How then does he ſolve this Objection? Does he ſay 


the general Doctrine always implies an Exception of Caſes of Neceſlity? That the Re- 


volution was a Caſe of ſuch Neceflity, and therefore that Neceſlity juſtify'd the Reſi- 
ſtance at the Revolution? No, but by advancing a ſtrange Poſition (which he proves 
by as ſtrange a Medium) viz. That there was no Keſiſt ance at the Revolution: plainly im- 


plying, that if there was Reſiſtance at the Revolution, which every Body knows there 


D ; Was, 


(4 ) 


was, the Revolution ſtands condemn'd by his general Doctrine. So that I cannot ſee 
that his learned Council, who wanted neither Abilities nor Inclinatious to ſerve him, 
have at all defended him againſt the Charge in this Article. But this they have effectu- 
ally done, they have given up his general Doctrine, if it admirs of no Exceptions; and 
thereby clear'd the Revolution and the neceſſary means whereby it was brought about, 
from thoſe black and odious Colours which he endeavour'd to caſt upon them. 

After all, I can truly appeal to my own Heart, and a greater than it, the Searcher 
of it, that I am not any ways prejudiced againſt the Perſon of the unhappy Priſoner, but 
rather in favour of him, as I am of all Men in his ſuffering Circumſtances, by a natural 
Tenderneſs (it may be a Weakneſs, but iuch a one as | cannot help) which never 
ſuffers me, however oblidg'd in Juſtice to it, to do a hard thing to any one however 
deſerving it, without doing at the ſame time a hard thing to my ſelf: And if your 
Lordſhips ſhould be of Opinion in the Concluſion of this Trial, That the Commons 
have made good their Charge againſt him, I am ſure 1 could come into as eaſy a Sen- 
tence upon him as may be conſiſtent with the Honour and Juſtice of your Proceed- 
ings, and with that which I take to be the chief End in all Punifiments, not ſo much 
the hurting the Offender, as the preventing the like Offences, and hindring others fron 
committing them for the future. | | 

But ſtill, my Lords, there is ſurely a Tenderneſs and Compaſſion due to our Queen, 
our Country, and our Poſterity, all which 1 hambly apprehend are highly concern d in 
the Iſſue of this Affair. 45 | | 

If Clergy-men may with Impunity publickly in their Sermons arraign and condemn 
the Revolution: beſides the Reflections they caſt upon all the worthy Patriots thas 
were concern'd in that great Work, the Commonalty, Gentry, and Nobility, Lords 
upon every Bench in this Houſe 3 befides this, it muſt ſhake, it muſt ſap the very Foun- 
dation of our preſent Eſtabliſhment as it ſtands upon the Foot of the Revolution, and 
utterly deſtroy our future hopes in the Proteſtant Succeſſion which is founded upon 
that bottom only. 

My Lords, I muſt humbly ask Pardon for having treſpaſs'd ſo long upon your Pati- 
_ ence, and will conclude with this one Word, That ia my Opinion, theſe Prattifings «/ 
* Rh (to uſe the Expreſſion of a great and eminent Prelate) in Stare Matters, arc 
of that dangerous Tendency and Conſequence, that if there be not ſome effeftual Stop put to the/e 
Prattiſings, theſe Prattiſings will, in time, put an effettual End to our Conſtitution. 

The Commons had therefore Reaſon to briag this Matter in Judgment before your 
Lordſhips, and I think they have fully made good their Charge in the firſt Article of 
their Impeachment againſt Dr. S«cheverell. | | 
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MY LORDS, 
I: was the Misfortune of ſome of our Bench, that in the Proſecution of the foregoing Article 


of this Impeachment, a Noble Lord, who {poke very early to that Point, was pleaſed not 
only to Anticipate our Judgment in that Particular; but to do it with this pretty Hard 
Reflection, That in giving ic, as He ſuppos d we Would, We ſhould Fore contrary to our own 
Doctrine. It is not improbable but that, in the Courſe of the preſent Debate, another Arrow 
may be drawn out of the ſame * Quiver to ſhoot at us; and we may be told, that in defending 
of the | Toleration granted by Lam to the Diſſenter;, we ſhew our ſelves to be Apoftates from our Onn 
Order, But from both thete Imputations I am periwaded both our Writiags, and our All long, 
will ſecure Us in the judgment of all indifferent Perſons. 

The Subſtance of this Second Article of the Impeachment , which your Lordſhips arc now 
about to enter upon, is this: That Dr. S. in his Sermon, doth ſuggeſt and maintain, that the 
> Toleration, granted by Law, 1s Unreaſonable, and the Allowance of is Unwarramable. That 
* 

* Liberty of Conſcience. That Q. Elizabeth was deluded by Archbiſhop Grindal ro the Tolera- 
e tion of the Genevian Diſcipline : And that it is the Duty of Superior Paſtors 10 thunder out their 

Eccleſiaſtical Anathema's againj# Perſons entituled to the Benefit of the Toleration ; and inſolently 
% dares, or defies, any Power on Earth 10 Reverie ſuch Sentences.” This, my Lords, is the ſum 
of this part ot the Commons Charge again/# Dr. S. and I think the Managers have fully made it out; 
not by bare Intendments, by unneceſſary Implications, and forced Conftrn*tions ; net by piecing together 
broken Sentences, and Conjoining of diſtant, and independent Paſſages (as he has unjuſtly Complain d;) 
but by the plain words, and neceſſary meaning, of a very great Part of his Diſcozrſe, 

But before I trouble your Lord/hips with the Proof of this, give me leave, upon this Occa- 
ſion, (tho' it be no part of the Impeachment laid againſt the Preacher) to obſerve to your Lord/hips 
what a ſtrange Account he has thought fit to publith of that other popular Engine, which, he ſays, 
ae been made ule of * 10 pull down the Church, and which he calls by the Name of Compre- 
enſinn. 


The Perſon who firſt concerted this ſuppoſed Deſian against our Charch, was the late molt Re- 
verend Dr. Sancroft, then Archbiſhop of Canterbury. The time, was towards the End of that un- 
happy Keign, of which ſo much was ſaid upon the Occaſion of the foregoing Article. Then, 
when we were in the heighth of our Labours, defending the Charch of England againſt the 
Aſſault: of Popery, and thought of nothing elſe; that Wile Prelate foreſeeing tome ſuch Rewo/s- 
tion as toon after was happily brought about; began to conſider how utterly unprepared they 
had been at the Refforation of King Charles the IId to ſettle many things to the Advantage of the 
Church; and what a happy Opportunity had been lott for want of ſuch 2 previous Care, as 
he was therefore deſirous ſhould now be taken, for the better and more pertect Eſtabliſhment 


of it. It was viſible to all the Nation, that the more moderate Diſſenters were zencrally fo 
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well ſatisfied with that Stand which our Divines had made againſt Popery, and the many Unan: 
ſwerable Treatiſes they had publiſh'd in Confutation of it, as to expreſs an unuſual Readineſs 
to come in to us. it was thereſore thought worth the while, when they were delibera- 
ting about thoſe other Matters, to conſider at the ſame time what might be done to Gain I hem, 
without doing any Prejudice to Our ſelves. ; $ 4 | 

The Scheme was laid out, and the ſeveral Parts of it were committed, not only with the Ap- 
probation, but by the Direftion of that Great Prelate , to ſuch of our Divines as were thought the 
molt proper to be intruſted with it. His Grace took one Part to Himſelf : Another was commit- 
ted to a then Pious and Reverend * Dean, afterwards a Biſhop, of our Church. The reviewing 
of the Daily Service of our Liturgy, and the Communioh- book, was referr'd to a Select Number of 
excellent Perſons, + two of which are at this time upon our Bench; and 1 am ſure will bear 
Witneſs to the truth of my Relation. The Deſign was, in ſhort, this: To 1. 4 „and, if 
poſſible, to inforce our Diſcipline ; to Review , and Enlarge our Liturgie; by Crrefting of forme 
things, by Adding of others; and, if it ſhould be thought adviſable by Authority , when this 
matter ſhould come to be legally conſider'd, firſt in Convocation, then in Parliament ; by 
leaving ſome ſew Ceremonies , conſeſs d to be wy, ub" in their Natures, as Indifferent in their 
Uſage, fo as not to be neceſſarily Obſerved by Thoſe who made a Srrnple of them; till they 
ſhould be able to Overcome either their Weaknefles, or Prejudices, and be willing to comply 
with Them. | h 

How far this good Deſign was not only known to, but approved of by the Other Fathers 
of our Church; that famous Petition for which Seven of them were ſent to the Tower, and which 
contributed ſo much to our Deliverance, may ſuffice to ſhew, The “ Willingneſs they there de- 
*-clared of coming to ſuch a Temper as ſhould be thought fit with the Di enters, when that 
tc Matter ſhould be Confider'd, and Settled, in Parliament and Convocation ”; maniteftly referr'd 
to what was then known to Several, if not All of the Subſcribers, to have been at that very 
time under Deliberation. And that nothing more was intended than I have before ſaid, is as 
evident from what was publickly declared in a Treatiſe purpoſcly written to recommend the 
Deſign when it was brought before the two Hewſes of Parliament, in the beginning of the late 
Reign; and Licenſed by the Authority of a Noble Peer, now preient, who was at that time Secre- 
rary of State : In the very beginning of which there is this remarkable Paſlage, which I ſhall 
beg Leave to read to your Lordſhips : * © No Alteration, that 1 know of, is intended but 
in things declared to be Altcrable by the Church its ſelſ. And if things Alterable be Altered 
e upon the Grounds of Prudence and Charity ; and Things defechive be ſupphed ; and Things Abu- 
i 104 be Reſtored to their proper Uſe; and Things of 4 more Ordinary Compoſition, Reviſed 
and Improved; hilt the DOCTRINE, GOVER MENT, and WORSHIP of the Church 
remain Intire, in ALL the Subſtantial Parts of Them ; We have all reaſon 10 believe that this will 
* 1 fo far from Injuring the Ch: h, that, on the contrary, it ſhall receive a very great Bene- 

t H it. | 

And now, my Lords, let any impartial Perſon Conſider, what was there in ſuch a Deſign 
that could be juſtly eſteem'd prejudicial to the Onſt itut ion of our Church? Wherein would our Canons 
have ſuffer d, if Thoſe already made, had been more ffrongly Enforced; and ſome New Ones 
had been Added, for the Reformation of Manners ; for the better puniſhing of Notorious Offenders ; 
and to render our Pablick Diſcipline more ſtrict, and ſevere? This we have been Wiſhing for 
ever ſince the Reformation : What Harm would it have done our Charch had it now been Etfected 3 
Or how would our excellent Liturgy have been the worſe, if a few more doabrful Expreſſions 
had been Changed for plainer, and clearer; and a paſſage, or two, which however capable of a 
ju Defence, yet in many Caſes ſeem harſh to ſome even of our Own Communion, had either 
been wholly 2 at liberty, in ſuch Caſts, to be Omitted altogether ; Or been ſo qualified 
as to remove all Exception againſt Them in Any Caſe, If ſuch Collette, as are not yet 
adapted to the Feftivals ,, or Goſpels, to which they belong; had been made more full, and 
appoſite to Both: If ſome of the Occaſianal Offices had been Enlarged; and New Ones Added If, 
for Example, there had been a greater Variety of Prayers, Pſalms, and Leſſons appointed by Au- 
thyrity, inficad of the Compoſitions of private Perſons, now neceſſarily to be uſed, for the Viſtalion 
ef the Sick; and New Forms compoled for the Uſe of Priſoners for Debt or Crimes : For the grea- 
ter Solemnity of Receiving Proſelytes into our Church; Of Reconciling Penitents to it; and of Caſt- 
ing Notorious Offenders out of it. Theſe were ſome of the main things that were then deſign'd : 
As for any favoar to the os None, that I know of, was intended, but what ſhould have 
been intirely conſiſtent with our Own Cunſtitution: And I hope it will not be thought any Crime 
for the Biſhops, and Clergy of our Church, to be willing to enlarge its Communion, by any Ale- 
thode which may be likely to Gain Others, and yet not injure our Own Eſtabliſhment. © 

But to ſatisfie your Lordſbips that nothing could have been deſigned to the Detriment of the 
Church ; Be pleaſed farther to conſider, how what was thus at fit 8 private, by ſe- 
lect Perſons, and in a difficult time, when no countenance was to be expected from Autho- 
rity to any ſuch purpoſe; was afterwards, if ever, to have been brought to Maturity. And 
this being a matter of Pmblick Notice, the relation of it will admit of no Exception. 

No ſooner were their late Majeſties, of Glorious Memory, ſeated in their Thrones, but this De- 
ſen was openly Eſpouſed by them. A Commiſſion was iſſued out, under the Great Seal of Eu- 
gland, to-a large number of Biſhops, and other Eminent Divine;, to meet together, and to 
conſider of theſe Matters. What they did, having not had the Honour to be one of them a 
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ſtall not preſume to ſay. This we know, that whatever they did, it was to have been cattied 
on from I hem to the two Convocations of Canter bary and York + And atter it ſhould have pal d their 
Approbations, it was finally to have been laid before the two Hosſes of Parliament, and ſo to have 
one on to the Royal Aſſent, This, my Lords, was the Courſe thro' which all that was de- 
— or ſhould have been done in this matter, muſt have paſs d; and I am perfwaded no- 
thing very injurious to our Churches Welfare, will ever be able to paſs thro all theſe. 
Having thus given your Lordſhips'2 true account, of that Defſgn which Dr. S. mentions undet 
the name of Comprehenſ/#n ; I doubt not but that your Lordſhips will now be amazed to hear, hat 
a falſe and ſcandalous Report he has made of it. In the 16th Page of his Sermon, he thus ſpeaks 
of it: “ The wor#t Adverſaries of our Church, © ſays he, were to be let into her Bowels under 
* the Holy Umbrage of Ss; who neither BELIEVED her FAITH ; OWN'D her MISSION; 
* SUBMITTED to her DISCIPLINE ; or COMPLIED with her LITURGY. For the ad- 
„ mitting of this 77% Horſe, big with Arms and Ruin, into our Holy City, the Straight 
© Gate was to be laid quite open; Her Walls and Encloſures to be palld dun; and a High- 
* road made in upon Her Ommunion. Her Articles to be taught the Confuſion of all Senſes, Na- 
tions, and Languages. 
This, my Lordi, 18 2 very ſtrange Repreſentation of ſo Good a Deſion, as that I before re- 
counted to your Zordſhips, Yet this Repreſentation did this bold Man, as confidently, as fallly, 


make of it in the ** of God ; and publiſh to the View of the whole Nation. For thus he gots 


on: * This ptons deſign of making our Houſe of Prayer a Den of Thieves, of Reforminy our 
* Church into a Chaos; is well known to have been attempred ſeveral times in this Kingdom, and 
* LATELY WITHIN OUR MEMORY ; when All things ſeem'd to favour it but that Good 
* Providence which ſo happily —_— againſt the Ruin of our Church, and blaſted the long 
* projected Scheme of THESE: ECCLESIASTICAL ACHITOPHELS”, To fay nothing 
more of the Den it ſelf, of which TI have given an Account before, Pray, my Lordi, who 
were the ACHITOPHELS that projected it; and muſt have concurr'd to the Execution of it ? 
I bave already named the Firſt, and Chiefeſt of them, the late Archbiſhop SANCROFT. The 
next who openly approved of it, were the Commiſſioners who met upon it in the Feraſalem 
Chamber : A Set of Men, than which this Church was never, at any one time, bleſs d with ei- 
ther wiler, ot beiter, ſince it was a Church: x Who it was that Prefided in the Convocation of this 
Province, to which this Project was next to be reſert d; and who, had it gone on, mult have 
had a chief hand in the Menagement of it, I need not ſay. Every One who knows any 
thing at all of his Character; (and J am ſure your Lordſbips are none of you Strangers to it) 
knows him to be too good a Friend to the Eftabliſhmen of our Charch, to have been capable of 
being engaged in ſuch a Yillainozs Deſign, as Dr. S. pretends, for the Subverſion of it. Or 
had He been otherwiſe, yet ſtill the Major part of that Venerable Body muſt have been as 
great Aabitophels as himſelf, or no Harm could have been done by Him. Pardon me, my 
Lords, if the Courſe of my Argument obliges me to rite yet one Degree kigher, and to ſay that 
the like Majority of your Lordſhips, and of the Hoaſe of Commons, together with his late Majeſty, 
muſt All have come into the Plot againſt the Church ; or all the Skill, and Malice, of the Ja- 
ferixr Achitophels, would have ſignified nothing. And what Cenſure that Man deſerves who bas 
the Confidence to inſinuate to the World, that the Biſhops, the other Clergy, the Conwecations ; the 
Parliament, nay, and the late King himſelt, our Glorious Deliverer ; Or at leaſt the greater part 
of all theſe, were engaged in a Project“ ſo Monſtrous, ſo Romantic, and Abſurd, (for here I am 
content to uſe his own Expreſſions) © that it is hard to 1 whether it had more of Villany, or Folly, 
in ii, I ſhall ſubmit it to your Lordſhips to conſider, All 1 deſign in taking notice of this 
part of his Sermon, is only to clear the Memory of many excellent Perſons who are dead; and 
to yvindicate the Reputation of ſome ill living, and in the bigheft Stations of the Church; from 
that Load of Infamy which this Rah Man has with ſo much Virulence of Speech caſt upon 
them: And to let your Lordſhips ſee that nothing was intended in all that Affait but what 
was both Honourable to thoſe who engaged in it; and I am perſwaded would have been for 
the Intereſt and Peace of our Church and State, had it been accompliſh'd. 

come now to that which is the proper Subject of the preſent Debate; namely to offer ſuch 
Paſlages to your Lordfhips, as I humbly conceive do plainly and fully, make out the Second 
Article of the Communs Impeachment againſt the Preacher; and prove him to have ſpoken with 
more freedom than he ought, not only of the Diſſentert themſelves, but of the Toleration, or (as 
he had rather we ſhould call it) the Iadulgence granted by Lan to them. 

And here, as I remeraber, it was not deny d either by His Council, or Himſelf, but that he had 


ſpoken, and ſpoken with warmth too, again(t'Tilerarion, The only Queſtion is, What the To- 


leration is againſt which he ſpake? Whether it was that which has been granted, by Law to 
the Diſſenters £ Or whether it was only againſt a General Toleration of Atheifs, Deiſts, Socinians ; 
Men ot no Principles, perhaps of no Keligion? Or at moſt againſt ſuch of the Diſſenters as A- 
buſed the Indulgence granted them by Law; and made uſe of it to Purpoſes not at all warran- 
ted by it? The former of theſe the Commons charge upon him: The latter He pretends ; the bet- 
ter to clear himſelf of their Charge. | 

To determine this Point, 1 a in the firſt place beg leave to obſerve, that among the ſeveral 
ſorts of Falſe-Brethren, enumerated by the Preacher with relation to God, Religion, or the urch; 
the Second kind is of thoſe, who give 1 any Point of the Churches Diſcipline, and Worſhip. Page 8. 
To this he adds, that thoſe are Falſe-Brethren who defend Toleration, and Liberty of Conſcience. 
And that we may the better know what Toleration, and Liberty of Conſcience, He means ; He 
{pectfies the very Perſons to whom He refers, and of whom He ſpeaks ; e DISSENTERS : 
* If, ſays he, 10 comply with the DISSENTERS both in publick and private Affairs, as Perſons of 
© tender Conſcience and Piety, to promote THEIR Intereſts in Eleftions ; to jneak 10 THEM for 
« places and preferment, to defend Toleration and Liberty of Conſcience, and under the pretence of 
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& Moderation, excuſe THEIR SEPARATION, are the Criterions of 4 True Church Man; God 
« deliver Us All from ſuch Falle- Brethren,” The Toeration therefore, and Liberty of Conſcience, a- 
ainſt which be ſpeaks, mult neceſſarily be that of the DISSENTERS; thoſe who SEPARATE 
rom our Church: He names no others; but carries the ſame Perſons thro bis whole Sentence, 
both before and after thoſe Expreſſions. Either therefore it is no Reflection upon the 4 of In- 
dulgence to ſay that all thoſe who defend the Joleration of the DISSENTERS, and are for al- 
towing Liberty of Conſcience to THEM, are falſe-Brethren with relation to God, Religion, or the 
Church, Page 6, 7, and ſuch againſt whom we ought to prey to God to deliver Us All, Page 8: 
Or if this cannot with any realon be either {aid, or ſuppoſed, then it muſt remain, that Dr. S. 
has here {aid what the Commons charge him withal ; and that in expreſs terms, IK. That He is 
a falſe Brother nho defends the Toleration, not of Deiſfs, Socinians, and I know not what Mon- 
ſters of Irreligion, t of the DISSENT, ERS : Tholc {ame Diſſenter: who by the Act of In- 
dul gence have a right to that 2 7 Conſcience of which this Gent. ſpeaks ſo very hardly ; 
and prays God to Defend Us from all ſuch Falſc-Brethren as ſhall- preſume to excuſe it. 

But not to inſiſt upon a ſingle Paſſage which may be ſuppoſed to have dropt unwarily from 
him. In the Second Part of his Sermon, He proceeds to ſhew the great Perils and Ai 
chiefs of thoſe Falſe-Brethren, - againſt whom He was before ſpeaking , both to the Church and 
State : pag. 15. And that Theſe again are the fame Perſons who have a right to the Le- 

al Indulgence is ſo very clear, that I do not fee how it is poſſible for any one to make 
the lealt doubt of it. Pag. 18. He deſcribes them as Occaſional Conformiſts to the Church. 
Pag. 19. As thoſe who had the Old Leaven of their Fore-fathers ftill working in them: And, in 
the next Sentence, He exprelly takes notice of the Religions Liberty which our Gracious Sovereign 
has INDULGED them. This in the very ſame Sentence He calls THEIR TOLERATION ; 
(for the Doctor himſelf is not tied up to any Niceties of Expreſſion; He may call it ſo, tho' O- 
chers may not :) Theſe are the Perſons, and the only Perſons, of whom he ſpeaks in all that part 
of his Diſcourſe ; let us ſee what he ſays of the Indulgence granted by Law to them. 

And firſt, he tells us, Page 18. That it cannot be dem d, but that tho they do ſubmit to the 
«© Government, their Obedience 4 forced, and conſtrain d; and ſo treacherous , and uncer- 
„ tain, as never te be truſted. That they are as much Occaſional Loyaliſts to the State, as they 
* zxe Occaſional Conformiſts to the Church; and will betray either nhenever it is in their Power, and 
ce they think it for their Advantage, That —_— but a Sottifh Infatuation can fo far blind our 
« Fyes and or Judgments, as to make Us believe that the Jame Cauſes ſhould not produce the 
« ſame Effects; that the ſame Latitudinarian and Republican Notions , ſhould not bring forth the 
* ſame Rebellious and Pernicious Conſequences, That we ſhall be convinced to our Sorrow, if we 
< don't apprehend that the * Old Leayen 1 their Fore- fathers 4 {fill working in the preſent Genera- 
tion; and that this Traditional Poylon jtill remains in this brood of Vipers 10 ſting us to 
66 Death. That they have advanced themſelves from the RELIGIOUS LIBERTY which our Gracious 
c Sovereign has INDULGED them, to claim a Civil Right; and to juſtle the Church ont 
« of Her Efabliſhment, by hoiſting THEIR TOLERKATION into its Place, That to con- 
&* vince us what alone will ſatisfie them, they inſolently demand the Repeal of the Corporation and 
© Telt Acts, which under Her Majeſty, is the only Security the Church has to depend upon: 
« And which (if we may believe Him, ) They have ſo far eluded by their abominable Hypocriſie, as to © 


* þave undermin'd her Foundations, and indanger the Government, by filling it with itt proſeſ- 


« {ed Enemies. His p 1s plainly this; that the Diſſenters, whom we are ſo fooliſh as 
to Indulge, are a parcel of Falſe and Treacherous Perſons z Enemies both to our Church and 
Sate; and ſuch as if not timely ſuppreſs d, will convince us to our Sorrow of the weakneſs and 
folly, E taking ſuch Vipers into our Boſom, as watch only for a fair Opportunity to ing #s 
to Death. | 

But what then muſt we do to ſecure our ſelves againſt theſe dangerous Enemies ? Why firſt, 
the Ductor aſſures us, that they are never to be gain d by any favour that can be ſhew'd to 
them. * That He muſt be very Weak, or ſomething worſe, that thinks, or pretends, that the 
* DISSENTERS (for of Theſe he (till ſpeaks) are to be won over by any other GRANTS and 
* INDULGENCES than giving wp our WHOLE CONSTITUTION.” This ſhews the folly 
of trying the ſoft way of Indulgence with them: And therefore he concludes ; That“ He who 
* recedes the leaſt tittle from it (our Conſtitution) to ſatisfie, or ingratiate with, theſe Clamorons , 
Inſatiable, Courch-devouring Malignant, knows not what Spirit they are of; or he ought to ſhew 
«* who is the true Member of our Church. 

This I think comes fully up to what is objected againſt Him; namely, that Doctor S. does 
in his Sermon ſuggeſt and maintain, that the Toleration granted by Law is Unreaſonable , 
* and the Allowance of it Unwartantable, For ſo it muſt needs be, if the Diſſenters be ſuch 
Men as he tells us they are; and will be ſatisfy'd with nothing Jeſs, than he aſſures us the 
will. And yet what next follows, is, if poſſible, fill more expreſs to the ſame purpoſe, It 
is objected againſt him by the Commons, that He had afhrm'd in his Sermen, That © Queen 
© Elizabeth was deluded by Arch-biſhop Grindal , (whom he ſcurrilouſiy calls 4 Falſe-Son of the 
“Church, and 4 perfidious Prelate;) zo the Toleration of the Genevian Diſcipline. The Fat is 
not denied; but the Expreſſions are excus d; and the Truth of the Allegation is endeavoured 
to be made out by Hiſtorical Memoirs And it is boped that your Lord ſhips will not account it 
a High Grime and Miſdemeanour, to have ſpoken too hardly of a Prel ae who has been fo many 
Years in his Grave. ; 

I am, my Lords, very far from thinking, that the Commons ever intended to charge Dr. -S. 
as guilty of High Crimes and Mi ſdemeanours, for ſpeaking ſcandalouſly of that Good Archbi- 
hop. Their Concern was not for His Perſon, what reſpect ſoever they may have had (as all 
true Friends of the Reformation muſt needs have a very great One) for his Memory. But the Truth 
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of the Matter is this. The Preacher complains Page 19. of his Sermon; that Oucen Elizabeth 
was deluded by Archbiſhop Grindal, to the Toleration of the Genevian Diſcipline. © He adds, that 
* the Axch-biſhop was 4 | ang Prelate, for deluding ber to Tolerate that Diſcipline, That 
* ſhe found it ſuch a Headfirong and Encroaching Monſtert, that in Eight Years ſhe ſaw it would 
« endanger the Monarchy 4s well as the Hierarchy: And like a Queen of true Reſolution, and pious 
* Zeal for Both, ſhe pronounced that ſuch were the refleſs Spirits 4 that factious People *, that 
& n quiet was to be expected from them, till they were UTTERLY SUPPRESS D. That this 
© therefore like a prudent Princeſs, ſhe did by wholeſome Severities ; and the Effect mas, that by 
* this means the Crown for many Tears fate eaſie and flouriſhing on her Head. Bu that her 
** Succeſſor, King James, did not jollow her Wiſe Politicks : And the Reſult was as Deplo- 


rable on his Side, as it had been Glorious on Hers, For by this means, „ His Hu fell 2 Aer. 


"4 to their Fury His unhappy Offspring, ſuffer d ſuch diſaſtrous Calamities, 4s made the Royal 
* Family One continued Sacrifice to their Malice. And all this for want of thoſe hole ſome Se- 
verities which the wife Queen his Predeceſſor, had Uſed utterly to ſuppreſs that Fatlions People. 
This, my Lords, is the Doctor's Varrative, and I bave given it you in his own Words. The 
Application is plain, and Home. The Diſſenters are now again Tolerated, as they were hercto- 
fore under Q. Elizabeth. There is a perfidions Prelate (perhaps in his Opinion à great many) 
who, like Arch-biſhop Grindal , help to delude another Qween , into the Toleration of them. 
Theſe EIGHT YEARS paſt (for the very number of Years js remarkable) Her Majeſty bas 
born the reſtleſs Spirits of this faftions People; and had no quiet from them: It is now high 
time for Her to alter Her Meaſures, as Queen Elizabeth wiſely did. It is the only way to make 
the Crown fit Eaſe, and Flouriſhing, upon ber Head. And if this be not plainly to ſpeak out 
what he would have done with the Act of ludulgence, I muſt deſpair of ever being able to 
know any Man's meaning by his Expreſſions. Such Examples:are not only-the moſt likely to 
inforce, but the moſt proper, and lively Methods to convey a Man's Senſe, even to the dul- 
leſt Capacity; and make him clearly perceive if not what he ought, yet I am ſure what the 
Preacher would have him to do. 10 T! As 277 
The truth is, ſo plain was his meaning, that He Himſelf began to feat that he had gone 
a little too far in what he had ſaid of this Matter. And, for that reaſon, Be added that One, 
poor Sentence which immediately follows, and of which he has made ſuch good Uſe ſince: 
& That He would not be Miſ-under/food as if He intended to Caſt the leaſt Inwidious Reflection 
upon that Indulgence the Government had condeſcended to give them, (the Diſſentert :) But 
what then did He intend by all this bitter Invective againſt them; and that very Intractive piece 
of Hiſtory with which He concluded it? He © has told Us that the Diſſenters are Ealſe- Bre- 
« thren; Deſtrudlide both of our Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Rights. That they are Occaſional 
“ Loyaliſts 20 the State, as well at Occalional Conformilts.ca the Church; and will betray both, 
whenever they have it in their Power, and it ſhall be their Iutereſi, to-do ir. That it. www be 
« 4 Sottiſh Infatuation to believe that the ſame Latitudinarian, and Republican Notions, Huld not 
bring forth the ſame Rebellious, and Pernicious Conſequences : That we ſhall be continued to 
e our Sorrow, if we do not apprehend that the Old Leayen ef their Fore-fathers, i fil work- 
ing in the preſent Generation: That they hade already male dangerous Encroachment« 104 the 
© Government; and publiſh d Treaſonable Reflections pon. Her Majeſty: That they have advancd 
© their Indulgence imo 4 Civil Right, and juſtled the Church ont of Hir Eftalzlifhments , by 
hoiſting their Toleration into its place? That They have hy their abominable Hypocriſie wnlermined 
the Foundation of the Church, and endanger'd the Government, by filllag it with its protef*d Ene- 
mies: That they are Clamorous , Inſatiable, Church-Devouring Malignants; | Whom: no 
other Grants, or Indulgencies can Win over but the giving up ow whole Conſtitution: That 
ever ſince their ſirſi unhappy Plantation in this Kingdom, they hate Improved, and Roe »p3n their 
e Demands in the Permiſſion of the Government: That Queen Elizabeth; who. Tolerated them for 
eight Years together, was forced at laſt to ſuppreſs Them by Wholeſome Sevtrities : Ihat this made 
ber Crown fit Eaſie and Flouriſhing on her Head; whereas King James the fir}? by not purſuing 
the like Methods ruined the whole Royal Family: That nothing better could be expeſted from 
« ſuch Miſcreants, begot in Rebellion, Born in Sedition and Nurſed up in Faction :* All 
„ this Dr. S. has ſaid in theſe very plain, and emphatical Words. If He did not intend by 
all this to ſhew the Neceſſity of Suppreſſmg theſe Fattions People , theſe Vipers, who are just rea- 
dy 1 fing us all to death, 1 would be glad to know what it was that He did Iutend by it? Could 
He ſay all this, and with ſuch a ſingular firain of impetuous Eloquence, and yet © not intend 
« to caſt ſo much as the leaſt invidious Reflections upan that Indulgence which te Government 
&« has thought fit to give them? I muſt freely own, my Lords I could never have imagined 
this: Nay I muſt be excuſed if 1 add, That notwithſtanding this poor Evalion , I cannot yet 
believe it. But the Act of Indulgence ſtood in his way: That Act the Quren had declared 
her Reſolution to maintain: Your Lordſhips and the Commons had often ſhewn Your Stedduneſs 
to the ſame Effect. Even Thoſe who preſs d ſo violently againſt Occahonal Communion , yet 
thought it neceſſary to ſay, in the very Preamble of that Bill, that the Act of Ddalgence ought 
inviolably to be Obſerved ; And therefore Dr. S. thought it needful to add tomewhat that He 
knew would not take off any thing from the force of bis Iuvective; yet might ſerve to ex- 
cuſe the Severity of it; and be made uſe of to the purpote it now is, if He {hould chance to 
be call'd to Account for it. This, my Lords, I conceive to be the true meaning of that one /n- 
gle Paſſage, ſo utterly ky ph. to all the reſt of his Diſcourſe ; Nor can I put any othet Interpre- 
ration upon it. For had I the ſame Opinion of theſe en, their Prince „and their Deſigns, 
thav Dr. & has; 1 ſhould be fo far from thinking them fit to be Indulged, that ! ſhould ac- 
count it my Duty, and the Duty of every true Friend to our Church and Government ; to take 
phe ſame Methods of Wholeſome Severities with them that Queen Elizabeth did: And I hope by 
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Grace that ſhould 1 be queſtioned for it, I ſhould not diſſemble my Opinion; but ſhould have 
the Courage honeſſly to own it, "whatever I might chance to ſuffer for it. ; 

1 bave, my Lordi, inſiſted the longer upon this part of the Docfor : Sermon, becauſe I would 
not willingly fall under the Cenſure of picking out dis ſolnted Sentences, and putting them together 
from iſt ant Places, thut ſo I might the better draw a Senſe out of them, contrary to his mean- 
ing. I ſhall trouble yout Lordfhips but with one part more of it, to the ſame Effect; Pag. 24, 
25. Where he comes io conſider, Nhat ſhoutd be the Reſult 'of his long Diſcourſe * 1 ſhall read 
it to your Lordſhip: in his omn Words, Pag. 26. Let us therefere (tays he) as we are unhap- 
„ py Sharers of St. Pans Misfortune, to have our Church in Perils among ſt Falſe-Brethren, fol- 
« low his Example; and Conduct m'a Parallel Caſe. He tells us in his Epiſ le to the Gala- 
© tjans, c. 2. That he was obſtructed, and peſter d in preaching the Goſpel, by Ful ſe-Brethren 
« #nawares brought in, 'mho came privily to ſpy ont his Liberty which he had in Chriſt Feſus , that 
© they I bring him into Bondage. Io whom he gave place by Subjection, no not for an Hour, that 
« the truth of the Goſpel might continue with the Church. Doubtleſs this brave and bold Reſo- 
„ Jution, did the Apoſtle take by the peculiar Command, and Inſpiration, of the Holy Gf - 


And yet if OUR DISSENTERS had tived in thoſe times, they would have branded lum 


as an Auremperate, Hor, Furious Stalot; that wanted to be ſweetned by the gentle Spirit of Cha- 
« rity, and Moderation foriooth, 


Here we have again the Per ſam of whom the Preacher ſpeaks : They are OUR DISSE N- 


TER $3/mnot the py = Atheiſts, Socinians, Hypocrites, of our times. And accordingly, what 
tete 


follows , plainly refers to them: For thus he goes on, © Schifm and Faction are Things 
of Impudent and Incroaching Natures : Take Permiſſions for Power ; and advance a TOLE- 
„ RATION;, (for fo the Doctor is fill at Liberty to call, what we muſt ſtile INDUL- 
© GENCE) immediately into an Effabliſhment. Your Lord ſbips will pleaſe to obſerve , by 
the way, that this was the very thing he had before ſaid of theſe fame Perſons, Pag. 19; 
and thereby plainly ſhews, that be ſpeaks in both Places of thoſe DISSENTERS who have a 
right to the TOLERATION, or INDULGENCE, granted by Law to Proteſtant Diſſentert. Let 
us now hear what he would have done with bm, Why he would have them “ treatcd like 
Growing Miſchiefs; ot lufect ius Hlaguts; kept at'a diſtance, leatt their deadly Contagion ſpread.” 
And the Method he propofes in order thereunto, is this, Let us therefore, ſays he, have 
« zo Fellon ſhip with THESE WORKS of Darkneſs; but rather reprove them,” "THESE WORKS, 
Schiſm and Faction; For of theſe, and Theſe only, He here ſpeaks. This is the Peoples part; and 
the Inferiour Paſtors : * As for the Syperiour Paſtors, let them do their Duty, in thundering out 
« their Eccleſraſtical Anathema's againſt THEM. Againſt hom, my Lords ? What Works of Dark- 
neſs ? Still the fame he before mmention'd: OUR DISSENTERS, Thole are the Perſons : Their 
Schiſm and Fution; Thoſe are the Works of Darkneſs to which he refers. And let any Power 
© 0n Earth date revetſe a Semence ratify'd in Heaven,” 
This, my Lordi, was the lalt part of the Commons Impe ac hment upon this Scrond Article: And 
tis ſo plainly expreſſed by the Prracher in this Paſlage, that I confeſs it amazes me to conſidet 
with what Poſitiveneſs He has thought fit to deny that any ſuch thing was meant by Him. 
The Perſons whom the | Seperionr Pf are ſummen d to Auathematixe, arc the flame with thoſe, 
whom the Other Paſtors and People, are to have m Fellowſhip witha!, but to Reprove, Theſe, 
by the neceſſary connexion of his Diſcourſe, are OUR DISENTERS; whoſe Works of Dark- 
neſs, He Rates to be Srhiſn, and Fabbian e Thoſt Di/enters to whom the Government hath gran- 
ted a TOLERATION ;z as himſelf, in the fame Paſſage takes notice: Which being ſo; I ſhall 
leave the Doctor to Devy,” and Protef,, as He pleaſes; but when all is done, His Own Words 
will riſe up againſt Him, and appear to every impartial Perſon fo plain, and poſitive , as to 
put it beyond the Power of any artificial Interpretation to perplex the meaning of them. 

And this lets us into the true Application of thoſe Paſſages of Seriprare , with which He 
concludes his whole Diſcourſe, In which, —_ ern the Danger of our Charch from theſc 
Falſe-Brethren, and exhorted his Auditory to a ſteddy Courage and Reſolution in the Defence of 


it; He thus at once both inforces his Doctrine, and abuſes his Adverſaries. That % rhe 


urch (for to That He applies, what f Zechariab ſpake of the * Prophets that ſeduced the 
People) lies bleeding of the Wounds which ſhe bas reteived in the Houſe of her Friends : A Paſ- 
ſage firſt thrown at my * ſelf, for Defending the Princes Authority, when tome of Theſe very Men 
engaged as vehemently on the ſide of Liberty, againſt the Rig bes of the Crown, as they now pretend 
to ſtand up vigoroully for it; Tbo the Ways 7 Zion may morn FOR A TIME (ſo the Doctor 
Gloſſes upon the Text) and Her Gates be deſolate ; Her Prieſts ſigb; and ſhe in bitternels, BE- 
CAUSE (it is the . Preacher's Rexion , the Text has no ſucti Word) Her Ader ſaries are Chief; 
He means, in the Adwiniftration under her Majeſty; and Her Bnemies AT PRESENT proſper ; 
(ſo be again improves the Text; in hopes, I ſuppoſe, that it will not be long before He ſhall 
have Preach'd them out of their Places:) * Tho' among all ber Lovers ſhe has FEW, (the Prophe: 
complained that Jernſalrrm had NONE) to Comfort Her; and MANY (Jeremiah ſaid ALL) have 
dealt treacheronſly with her, and are become her Enemies; (He refers to Thoſe of whom he had be- 
fore ſpoken Pag. 22.) f Tho' there are FEW to pride Her among all the Sons which ſhe hh 
brought forth; neither - are there MANY 50 take her U the Hand of all the Sons that ſhe 
hath brought wp ; ( Iſaiah in both places, fays NONE :) Tho ber Enemies cry down with 
Her, down with Her, even to the Ground: That is, in other Words, tho (the Preacher, and a 


few of bis Friends , excepted) both the Fabers and Pafors of the Church; and the Men who 


are AT PRESENT in Power, and Anchority, in the State, are become Ful ſe-· Brethren, and 


I Keck. aii. C-. P Sce Dr. A's Rights of an Engliſh Conyocation; Tide Page. 
Lament. i. 4, 3. Lament. i. a. f aiah li. 18. 
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' run in with thoſe Enemies of the Church, OUR DISSENTERS, againſt it; “ Yet there is a Gott 
that can, and will raiſe Her up, if We forſake Her not. 

It were an eaſie matter to make many proper Remarks upon theſe Paſſages of Scripture, thus 
applied, or rather abaſed, by the Preacher But that would be beſides my preſent Buſineſs; 
and will fall in more properly under the 14ſt Article of this Impeachment. It is enough that 
I have, I hope, fully ſhewn your Lord/hips how Dr. S. has treated if not the Indulgence it ſelf, 
yet I am ſure, Thoſe who are entitled to the Bencſit of iti: And who if they ſhall have the Misfor- 
tune, by this kind of Preaching , to be once generally thought ſuch wicked, falſe, and Dan- 
gerous Enemies to our Church and State as they are here repreſented , 1 cannot think that their 
Indulgence will hold long, If they have Numbers to ſecure them, it is well for them: But 
otherwiſe Lam ſure as the Caſe is here ated, it muſt be our Wiſdom, as well as Duty, to ſuppreſs 
them. 

How Criminal ſuch an zveZtive as this will be accounted in the Eye of the Law, I 
date not preſume, to ſuggeſt: Much leſs. ſhall I ptetend to intimate, what Cenſure it may 2 
deſerve. Somewhat I think ſhould be done to put a ſtop to ſuch Preaching, as if not time- 
ly correted may Kindle ſuch Hear and Animoſſties amoug us, as may truly endanger both 
our Church and State, As for the Preacher Himſelf; I am very willing to come into any 
Meaſures of Favour to Him, that are Conſiſtent with your Zord/hips Honour and Juſtice; and 
will anſwer the Ends of the Impeachment that has been brought before Us again Him, 
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; Biſhop of Norwich's 
8 


In the Houſe of Lords, &c. 


My Lok ps, 


Am very ſenſible under what Diſadvantage in the Opinion of mafiy, a Biſhop muſt ſpeak 
againſt a Clergyman that ſtands accuſed of Crimes committed by him in the feermng 
Execution of his Office; eſpecially after having been ſo publickly required to be an Advo- 
cate as well as a Judge. And I am the more ſenſible of this prejudice lying againſt me, 

for having been ſo lately called into that Order, and for being ſo unworthy of it. | 
But I think my ſelf obliged notwithſtanding, under all theſe Diſadvantages to deliver not 


only my Judgment , but alſo the Reaſons that determine me to it : which I ſhall do as plain- 


ly as I can; with that deference to your Lordſhips, which I am ſure it muſt upon all Occaſi- 


ons particularly become me to pay; and at the fame time with that Freedom which I think 


the Importance of this cauſe do's at this time require, | 

Dr. Sacheverell ſtands impeached by the Commons of Great- Britain, of High Crimes and Miſ- 
demeanours expreſſed in the ſeveral Articles of the Charge exhibited againſt him: And Your 
Lordſhips have heard what they have ſaid in ſupport of that Charge, as well as what has been 
ofter'd in the Doctor's Defence. | 

Your Lordſhips have alſo debated among your ſelves the Merits of the Cauſe as to the fuſt of 
theſe Articles; and have come to a Reſolution , that the Commons have made good that 
part of their Charge: In which Reſolution as 1 did heartily concur ; fo I was ready to 
have humbly repreſented to your Lordihips my Reaſons for ſo doing, had there been either 
room or occaſion for it, 

Your Lordſhips are now upon the Second Article ; wherein the Doctor is charged for ſug- 
geſting and maintaining that the Toleration granted by Law, ts unreaſonable, and the Allowance of 
it unwarrantable ; with other particulars that have immediate relation to this general Charge, 
and which are indeed fo many proofs of it. 

In this view therefore, my Lords, I beg leave to conſider them; And the Firſt᷑ of theſe In- 
ſtances, in Support of this Charge, is, that he aſſerts that He is a Falſe Brother with relation to 
God, Religion, or the Church, who defends Toleration and Liberty of Conſcience ; and this, my Lords, 
the Doctor do's affert in ſo many words, It is one of the man) Marks he gives whereby we may 
diſcern who is a falſe Brother in thoſe reſpects; not a ſmall part of one general Mark, as 
was alledged very inconcluſively, I think, in his Defence. For if it was to be granted, (tho 
it cannot be fairly pretended) that the Doctor makes the defending of Toleration and Liberty 
of Conlcience, one Branch only of the Character of a falſe Brother; I do not fee how it cou'd 
make even a part of that Character, if there was no falſe Brotherhood in it. And I ſhall nor 
trouble my ſelf or your Lordſhips with going about to ſettle the degrees of ſalſe Brotherhood 
that are iu this part of the Character, becauſe I think every degree of it is unreaſonable and 
not to be warranted. 5 

And therefore the Doctor cannot make it ſo much as a part of the Character of a falſc 
Brother to defend Toleration and Liberty of Conſcience, as it is confeſs d that he do's, but he 
muſt at the ſame time ſuggeſt and maintain that the Toler ation is unreaſonable, and the Allowance 
of it unwarrantable, For it can never be Any degree of falſe Brotherhood, to defend what is 
reaſonable and warrantable : Nor wou'd cven the Doctor, as inconſiſtent a Man as feveral 
of the Noble Lords that have ſpoken for him repreſent him to be, ever have made it one; ii 
he had not himſelf condemn'd that which he blames others tor defending, 

The Second Inſtance alledg'd is, that he calls Archbiſhop Grindal a Falſe Son of the Church , 
and a perfidious Prelate , for deluding Queen Elizabeth into the Toleration of the Genevian Diſcipline. 
I ſhall not, my Lords, go about to add any thing to the full and juſt Vindication you have 
heard of that Excellent Prelate. But can any of your Lordſhips believe, that a Presbyter of the 
urch of England, profeſſing more than ordinary Zeal for Epiſcopacy and the Conſtitution of 
this Church; ſhou'd beſtow fuch Language on one who was the farſt Biſhop and the Ornament 
ot it ſo long; only for diſpoſing that 8 Queen to a mild Treatment of the Puritans of 


that time, which is the utmoſt that is pretended to be laid to his Charge, if he had thought Jo- 


leration a reaſonable thing, or what was fit to be eſtabliſhed by Law ? Thus, 
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This , u Lords, 1 conſeſs can never enter into my thonglits, as ready as I am to enlar in 
for. the F ee of any favourable Conſtruction that will not (hut _ common Zr e | 
The Third Inſt ante is bis making it the Duty of the Superior, Paftors to thunder out their Eccleftaſti-? 
tal Anathema againſt Perſons entitl d to the Benefits of ; Toleration. And to ſhe that he has done 
this, 1 need only refer your Lordſbips to that part of his Sermon where the Superior Paſtors are 
call'd upon to do ſo; (vlc. ) the Fourth and laſt General Head, where he draws the Conſequence 
of all that he had ſpoken before, in the following words. “ Now what ſhould be the Reſult. 
« of this long A but chat if we bear any truc Concern for the Intereſt, Honour, and 
te Safety of our Church and Government, we ought ſtedfaſtly to adhere to thoſe Fundamental 
&© Principles, upon which Both are Founded, and upon which their Security under God alone 
depends; and conſequently that it highly behoves us, caurtoully to Watch: againſt; to Mark, 
* and Avoid All thoſe that thus Treacherouſly deſert them. And indeed it wou'd be both for. 
© our Advantage, as well as their Credit, if ſuch Men wou'd: throw off the Mask, entirely. 
quit our Church of which they are no True Members, and not fraudulently eat her 
& Bread, and lay wait for her Ruin, 2 her Revenues, aud ungratefully lift up their Heels 
& againſt Her. For then we ſhould be one Fold under one Shepherd ; all thoſe Invidious Di- 
* {tmAions, that now Diſtract and Confound us, loſt; and we ſhou'd be terrible like an Ar- 
„ my of Bangers, to our Enemics ; who cou d never break in upon ſuch an Uniform and Well 
* compacted Body. This indeed wou'd be a True Peace, and Solid Union, when we ſhou'd 
all with one Mind and one Mouth glorifie God, and not with a confus'd diverſity of Con- 
5 tradiCctious Opinions, and inconſiſtent Jargon of Worſhip, which the God of Peace, Purity 
and Order cannot but abhor, As it is a Maxim in Politicks, that all Governments are be 
« fupported by the ſame Methods and Councils upon which they are founded ; fo it will ap- 
« pear undemably True in its Application to our Conſtitution, which can be Maintain'd by 
*© no other Principles, but thoſe on which it is built, and like their Baſis, the Goſpel, if there's 
any Violation, or Breach made in any Branch of it, it ſhakes and endangers the whole 
* Frame and Body. Theſe things however little they may be repreſented by our Adverſaries, 
*© will be found of the molt conſiderable Conſequence. Let us therefote, as we are unbappy 
** Sharers of St. Paul's Misfortune, to have our Church in Perils among Falſe Brethren, fol- 
* low his Example and Conduct in a parallel Cate. He tells us in his Epiſtle to the Gala- 
* tians,. c. 2, That he was obſtructed and peſter d in his preaching the Goſpel, by FALSE 
* BRETHREN unawarcs brought in, who came privily to ſpy out 25 Liberty, which he had 
in Chtiſt Jeſus, that they might bring him into Bondage: To whom he gave. place by Sub- 
* jection, no not for an Hour, that the Truth of the Goſpel might continue with the Church. 
* Doubtlefs this. brave and bold Refolution did the Apoſtle take by "the. peculiar Command, 
*© and Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt ; and yet if our Diſſenters bad liv'd in thoſe Times, they 
«'wou'd have branded Him, as an Intemperate, Hot, Furious Zealot, that wanted to be f eet- 
end by the gentle Spirit of Charity and Moderation forſooth. Schiſm, and Faction, are 
& things of impudent and incroaching Natures, they thrive upon Conceſſions, take Per- 
*© miſſion for Power, and adyance. a Toleration immediately into an Eſtabliſhment. And are 
| therefore to be treated like growing Miſchiefs, or infectious Plagues, kept at a diſtance, left 
« their deadly Contagion ſpreads. __ Let us therefore have no Fellowſhip with waſe Works of 
„ Darkneſs, ba rather reprove them, Let our Supcrior Paſtors do their Duty in thundring 
ce out. their Eccleſiaſtical Anathema's, and let any Power on Earth dare reverſe. a Sentence 
«ratify d ju Heaven,” "rot | 1 
Can any thing, my Lords, be plainer than, that the Diſſenters, and they only, ate here 
ſpoken of; And what does the Doctor ſay in his own defence, to avoid it? His Words in 
his printed Speech are theſe : TE aun os 

„ Schiſmaticks, my Lords, are not the only Perſons againſt whom Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures 
* may be denounced : The Works of Darkneſs which I referr d to as fit to be reproved, in that 
part of my Sermon where I ſpeak of theſe Cenſures, ate of the ſame kind with thoſe 
7 n the Apoſtle, whoſe Words 1 produc'd ; All Lewd and Immoral Practi- 
ces, Cc. | 
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ſelf have been cenſured, if he had not acquieſced in fach Relaxations, 
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7 t to deſerve the Continuance of it; for 'Publick tence: und better prele 
e the Chriſtian World : And that in ſuch Cafes any Pre: r Biſhop 8 


My, Forth, a Presbyter of the Church of England, is the more obliged to acquieſce in all 128 


ch Relaxations amomgſt us as are legally made, betauſe he has ſolemnly promiſed at his Ord i- 
| 5 — that be will ag his Faithful 19, ed always" fo to winifter the Doltrine und Sacr aminits and 
the Diſclpline of Crit, 4s the Lord hi pen leter/ 4, and as this Chrch and REA LM bath 
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I have already obſeryed to your Lor _ how the Diſcipline of the Church ſtands at pre- 
ſent as to the Point in queſtion. And as the Relaxation of ſt in that particular, was agreeable 
to that Temper which the Biſhops who petitioned King Tamer,” gave the Diſſenters ground to 
xpeR : Sv Fam verily perſwaded that the Church is ſo far ftom having been Wart by this In- 
dulgence, that it has received Advantage as well as Credit, from that Modetation which gave 
way to it. I cou'd give ſeyeral Inſtances of this within my own Obſervation, while: I was 
555 Deacon, under a Reverend Prelate that fits'now before mie; and fince I have had the 
onour to be on this Bench: In whith' Cotnpaſs of time ſeveral Men of Sobtietyand Leathing 
bred up to be Minifters amongſt the Hiſſenters, have left the Separation, aud upon due Tryal 
have been admitted. to Orders in our Church; in winch they have officiated with entire Con- 
formity to our Rules, and to the Hoh of on oy ROO, Wes, x rr 
Theſe Toftances hive been fo frequent and Remarkable, ſince the Diſſenters have been ex- 
empted from the Penaſties of certain Laws, above what had been obſery'd before ; that I thin it 
very ill becomes any Clergyman to preach againft that Exemption, as the Doctor (notwithſtan- 
ding bis Reſerve for Copſciences truly ſcrnupulons) hay done; and to call upon his Superiours to act 
in contradiction to it. He ſhou'd have forbote doing this, at.1caſt owt of regard to her Ma- 
jeſty, who had been graciouſly pleas'd to declare from th Throne, that ſhe wou'd preſerve the 
oleration inviolab!: :* A Reſolution 1 ſhall ever think it my Doty upon all proper Occaſions 
to expreſs my Approbation of, as Juft and Wiſe and Charitable, and every way agreeable to the 
Spirit and Genius of the Chriſtian Religion. r * TY | 
I ſhall not, my Lords, enter into the 21 of what Sentences are ratify'd in Heaven: 
But as one may venture to fay, that all that haye been pronounced on Earth, are not ratity d 
there; fo by all 1 have ſeen of the Doctor's 1555 in theſe Matters, I baye great reaſon to 
fear, that if the Power of the Keys was in his Hands, it would often be E abuſed. 
However he has ſo good an Opinion of his own Spirit, 23 to put his Supexiours in mind 
of another Part of their Duty, ummediately after that I haye mention d; and that is, to promote 
Hen of Probity, Conſcience and Courage, withcat- which he thinks they cannot be fit Mexrvtbers of 
the Church Militant, in which 1 can as little 5 with him as in the former demand. For if 
I may judge of the Probity, Cotiſcievce, and Courage he thinks fo defetving, by what ap- 
cars in bis Sermon, compat d with his Speech to Your Lord{hips; I cannot think them Qua- 
ifications. for a Miniſter of the Church of Cbriſt in any teſpect; and 1 hope 1 ſhall be fo 
happy x to find all the Reverend Piclates with whom I have the honour to fir, agreeing with 
me in this. 6460 e e eee e þ rooty EY 
Bat tho 1 hope ſuch a Conduct will never recommend any Perſon to favour; yet 1 do not 


deſire that even that which I heartily blame, ſhou'd be puniſhed fo much as I think it deſerves. 


And tho', He who pleads ſo warmly for »hoteſthe Severities toward thoſe who differ from him 
bas the leaſt Title to Your Lord({hips Compaſſion; "Yer I hope he will find it as far as the jult 
Concern you have ſor the Publick Tranquillity will allow you to ſhew it. | 1 

This I fay from that which I bleſs God is the natural Temper of my Mind, and not from 
the Care that has been taken by fome to intimiqate as far as they cott d thoſe who were 
to have the Cognizance of the DoRor's Cauſe, zud were not ttionghit to be favourable to it. 

I ſhall not take upon me to charge the Doctor or any of his particular Friends with 
this Practice, as great a Temptation. as one is under to do ſo from, ſeyeral Circumſtances. 
And it is not the leaſt, that occurs in his Prayers which he has publiſh'd upon this Occaſion; 
to repreſent not ſo much to God as to the World, that he is under Perſecution, when he 
38 proſecuted for offending againſt the Law, by thoſe who in DOE Ns ought to 
be thought the faiteſt Accuſers; and before Your Lordſhips', who are juſtly acknowledged 
to be the moſt impartial Judges mo "pg NM | 
However 1 will never believe, till T cannot avoid it; that any Members of the Church of 
England who have acknowledged the Government, much leſe any Clergy-man who has fo of- 
ten profets'd his Obedience to it in Church and State, ſhou d have been any way \ 5177 th 


o 


thoſe threatnings that have been given out, particularly againſt fach Biſhops as ſhould 


pen to condemn the Doctor's Proceedings. 42 nts ig Ja ed 
As far, My Lords, as I have ſeen of this Cauſe, I am Likely to be one of thoſe Biſhops; 
and bo 1 do not pretend to any great ſhare of; Courage, I am very free to declare to Your 
Lordſhips that J am in no Compariſon ſo apprehenſive of what may-belal my {elf for condemning 
this Peron, as I am of what will probably befal the Publick if Your Lordſhips ſhou'd not 
condemn him. . 3 gd , Ke * | 1 

But that is in your ane to which I humbly ſubmit it: And 
don for | ving detain d Your Lordfhips fo loug in giving my reaſons why; I thiul 
have mad good this Second Part of thiir Gi. 1, / 


